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Legal aid alert 


The Government is to challenge the right of a child to appeal against decisions 
by the Special Educational Needs Tribunal, threatening “devastating conse- 
quences” for thousands of cases in the future. 


In a case which resumes at the 
High Court on 18 August, Trea- 
sury lawyers will claim that 14- 
year-old Emma Van de Velde 
cannot act as an appellant 
because such actions can only 
be brought by parents. 

While children can get legal 
aid, many parents will be ineli- 
gible. Faced with the prospect 
of huge legal bills, many par- 
ents will back off, it is feared. 

“The consequences of this 
would be devastating,” said 
Emma’s mother, Ann Van de 
Velde. “It would stop 90 per 
cent of the population from 
challenging LEA decisions.” 

Emma, who is dyslexic and 
has speech difficulties, attends 
the mainstream William 
Edwards School in Essex but 
receives special tuition and 


speech therapy, paid for by 
Essex County Council. Ann 
Van de Velde wants Emma edu- 
cated at a special school for 
children with dyslexia. The fees 
would be £10,300 a year — £700 
less than the special provision — 
but Essex LEA refused to pay. 

The case went to the new Spe- 
cial Educational Needs Tri- 
bunal, set up last September. It 
backed the LEA. 

In June, the Van de Veldes 
asked the High Court for per- 
mission to appeal. It was then 
that Treasury lawyers chal- 
lenged Emma’s right to do so. 

Emma’s solicitor, Robert 
Love, said the implications of 
the case were wide-ranging. 

“If we lost, it would mean that 
very few tribunal decisions 
could be challenged because 
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few parents can afford to legis- 
late in the High Court. To 
exclude a child from the legal 
system in this way would be an 
abuse of their human rights.” 
Solicitor, Jack Rabinowitz, 
who specialises in education 
issues, is involved in a similar 
case to Emma’s in which judge- 
ment is expected at the end of 
July. “If the ruling goes against 
us — and I fear it will — then it 
will mean only the very rich 
Continued on page 2 


Up and away in 25 


the new Boeing 777 


500 children joined the fun at HAPA’s silver jubilee bash in London 
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in July. HAPA runs five adventure playgrounds for disabled children 


in London and a national information service. 


MALCOLM WATSON 


‘Motability Finance a scam 


Another MP has alleged “seri- 
ous improprieties” in the finan- 
cial structure of Motability 
Finance Ltd (MFL), and is call- 
ing for a public enquiry. 

Labour MP Alan Simpson 
used Parliamentary privilege on 
19 July to accuse MFL of being 
a “private cartel” of banks 
“making themselves a fast buck 
through a no-risk monopolistic 
scam perpetrated on the backs 


of the public and the disabled.” 


MEL is the private company 
with assets of £1 billion, whose 
banking partnerships fund the 


Simpson: demanding action PA 


Library facing closure 


A unique national _ library 
which provides books, equip- 
ment and information for chil- 
dren with special needs faces 
closure unless it can raise 
£100,000 by the end of the year. 
The National Library for the 
Handicapped Child (NLHC), 
Wokingham, has lost two 
major donors — the Enid Blyton 
Trust for Children and the 
Henry Smith Foundation — 
leading to a £40,000 drop in 


income. Donations from the 
public have also fallen. 

The NLHC is the only library 
of its kind in the world and has 
helped children from Sweden, 
Greece, Cyprus and Gambia as 
well as schools in the UK. It 
relies totally on charitable 
donations. 

The four staff, two of whom 
are disabled, look after a collec- 
tion of over 12,000 items, 

Continued on page 7 


leasing or hiring of cars for the 
charity Motability. 

Mr Simpson claimed it was 
making excessive profits at little 
risk on £360 million a year of dis- 
ability benefit, passed on by the 
Department of Social Security. 

He used a report by city audi- 
tors KPMG to show that in 
1992 the return on capital of a 
Motability lease was more than 
twice the average for other leas- 
ing companies: 30.9 per cent 
compared to 13.1 per cent. 

He also highlighted two key 
observations in the hitherto 
secret Bircham report, an inde- 
pendent study produced for the 
Motability governors this year. 

The first concerned KPMG, 
former auditors of Motability, 
and its connections to the 
organisation. KPMG’s audit 
chief, Gerry Acher, is a governor 
and vice-chairman of Motabil- 
ity KPMG also audited two 
banks in the MFL partnership, 
as well as P&O, whose chair- 
man, Lord Sterling, is also 

Continued on page 3 
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2 News 


Home mover caught in Catch-2 


A disabled man who was denied 
a mortgage by his building soci- 
ety claims he was the victim of a 
bureaucratic “Catch-22” ruling. 

Geoffrey Hartley and his wife, 
Sandra, who is also disabled, 
wanted to move from their 
semi-detached in Burnley to a 
better-equipped bungalow. 

But their application was 
blocked when National and 


TEI el 


Provincial (N&P) building soci- 
ety asked for proof that Mr 
Hartley has a guaranteed 
income — and the Benefits 
Agency refused to show evi- 
dence of his benefit payments 
until he had a mortgage offer. 
“It’s a Catch-22” said Mr 
Hartley. 

“I cannot be made redundant 
or unemployed and I cannot be 
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off sick. I must be the best 
potential customer it’s possible 
to have.” 

Mr Hartley, who took out his 
first mortgage 10 years ago 
when he was working, has since 
been offered a mortgage by 
another building society. 

A spokesman for N&P in 
Burnley said: “We told Mr 
Hartley that we needed proof of 


So you don’t 

get commissioned 

salesmen. What you 

do get are Customer 

Advisers who have 

the time to listen. And, 

at every site, specialists who 
understand the particular 

needs of disabled drivers. They 
can arrange an extended test drive, 
even from your own door. If you 


decide to buy one of our cars, there’s 


also a 12 hour direct Daewoo Motability 


helpline and courtesy servicing. This 


means we'll collect and deliver your car for 


his income before we could give 
a mortgage offer. That applies 
to everyone, whether or not 
they are disabled.” 

A spokeswoman for the Bene- 
fits Agency said: “We cannot 
give a guarantee to anybody in 
advance that we will pay their 
mortgage interest. That is a 
matter of policy. It is taxpayers’ 
money we are dealing with. ” 
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your ride is more comfortable there’s 
power steering and a height adjustable 
steering column. All as standard. 

By offering all this, we give Motability 
customers more than any other 

car company. But we still don’t 

think it’s enough. We want to 

keep on improving. We'd like 

to hear your views on what more 

we could do for disabled 

drivers and carers. So please 

write to Daewoo Motability, 
FREEPOST (WDB 1268), 

Daewoo House, Homestead 

Road, Rickmansworth, 

Herts WD3 2WD. 

For more information 


about our cars, call 


A car company 
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2 Welcome 


Rod Hermeston (above) is DN’s 
new reporter. He has just done 
a diploma in journalism at 
Strathclyde University following 
a first class degree in English at 
Leeds. “As a reporter who also 
happens to be disabled, I am 
delighted to be working for 
DN. It’s important for disabled 
people to have a voice in the 
media because the popular rep- 
resentation is too often negative 
and ill informed”. 


Legal aid alert 
Continued from page 1 


who can afford it or the very 
poor, who get legal aid, will be 
able to go to court.” 

The Treasury Solicitors 
Department said the law gov- 
erning appeals was clear: “Sec- 
tion 170 of the Education Act 
1993 and the tribunals and 
inquiries regulations clearly 
state that the appellant in sucha 
case should be the parent.” 
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News 3 


Porton victory 
Ex-servicemen who claim 
they were disabled by chemi- 
cal experiments at Porton 
| Down have won a partial 
victory against the Ministry 
of Defence (MoD). 
It has agreed with one of 
the men that the injuries he 
suffered were acquired dur- 
ing service (DN, April). This 
makes him eligible for a War 
Pension, but prevents him 
suing for damages. 
| Shadow Defence Minister, 
Derek Fatchett said: “For the 
pension claims to succeed, 
there has to be medical 
proof that the injuries were 
caused by experiments. 
Since the MoD has refused 
/to commission an indepen- 
dent study it is hard to see 
how this can happen.” 


Grants hit 


Arthritis Care has suspended 
its £100,000-a-year 
scheme after a drop in 


grant 


income, confirming fears 
reported in DN last month. 
The charity says since the 
National Lottery was 
| launched in November, prof- 
| its from its raffle are down 
25 per cent and spontaneous 
donations by 30 per cent. 
The scheme gives money 
for anything a person with 
arthritis needs: car adap- 
tions, driving lessons, hand- 
rails and other home 
improvements. 


Motability Finance 
Continued from page 1 


chairman of Motability. 
The second point concerned 
Motability’s Royal Charter, 
which bans payments to a gover- 
nor. “Since [Mr Acher] became a 
governor,” read Mr Simpson, 
“KPMG have been paid sub- 
stantial fees by Motability for 
professional services rendered, a 
share of which must pass to or 
otherwise benefit Mr Acher.” 
Gerry Acher refused to com- 
ment on the Bircham report, 
which he said had no status 
since it had been withdrawn. 
“The National Audit Office 
(NAO) is aware of all these mat- 
ters. I welcome its review and 
the report.” He was “totally 
telaxed” about his position at 
Motability and reminded DN 
that the governors had 
expressed unanimous support 
for himself and Lord Sterling. 
- He said there was no excessive 
profit by the banks: 1993 profit 
was £6.1 million and 1994 £8.6 
million. “I am a getting a bit 
bored with all these allegations.” 
Responding to Lord Carter’s 
concerns about MFL (DN July), 
Government minister Lord 
Mackay said: “It is for the char- 
ity themselves to ensure that 


Dermot Walsh joins in the protest by the Center for Independent 
Living in Dublin in June against inaccessible public transport. After 
55 hours at the gates of the Irish Parliament, the Government agreed 


to a meeting to discuss protestors’ demands. 


suppliers to the scheme offer 
value for money.” 

Lord Carter has asked if the 
NAO’s review, due September, 
will include all Motability’s 
associates, while Liberal 
Democrat MP Alex Carlile has 
peppered the Government with 
16 parliamentary questions. 

Disability groups are outraged 
by the latest revelations. 

“Arthritis Care has spent 
about £28,000 a year on helping 
people with arthritis get a car 
through Motability.,” said Jean 
Ashcroft, director of public 
policy and information at the 
charity. 

“Now we have had to suspend 
our grants scheme, and we find 
there are vast sums of money 
sitting in MFL.” 


BRIAN MEADE 


Free my son, 
says mum 


The mum of a disabled prisoner 
who has served 22 years for a 
crime he says he did not com- 
mit, is calling for his release. 

Juanita Downing, from Mat- 
lock, Derbyshire, who is dis- 
abled herself, is concerned that 
her son Stephen’s heart condi- 
tion will deteriorate in prison. 
She wants his case to be referred 
to the Court of Appeal. 

Stephen Downing, now 39, 
was given life in 1974 for the 
murder of Wendy Sewell in 
Bakewell cemetery. He was 17. 

“It is scandalous,” said Mrs 
Downing, who has arthritis. “If 
my son had pleaded guilty he 
would have been released six 
years ago. He now has angina 
and needs urgent treatment. 
His condition can only get 
worse if he stays in prison. 

“He is currently in Dorchester 
prison, which is so far away that 
we can only visit him twice a 
year. My husband had a heart 
attack last year. It’s a big strain 
on all of us. 


“My son is innocent and he 
has suffered enough.” 

Over 3,500 people from Mat- 
lock have signed a_ petition 
which calls for Mr Downing’s 
release, and West Derbyshire 
MP Patrick McLoughlin has 
submitted new evidence to the 
Home Office in support of 
Stephen’s claims. 

Mrs Downing, who hopes the 
Home Office will refer the case 
to the Court of Appeal, said: 
“We have been fighting for 
Stephen’s release for 22 years 
and will never give up. 

The Home Office said: “The 


case is under review.” 


Lifer: Stephen Downing 


Steven’s independence assured 


An 18-year-old disabled youth 
has won a unique High Court 
order banning his mother from 
interfering in his life. 

Mr Justice Johnson said he 
was satisfied there was a real 
risk that if the order was not 
made, the mother would pre- 
vent her son from exercising his 
freedom to decide his own life. 

The youth, identified as Steven 
in court, has cerebral palsy and 
speech and learning difficulties. 
The judge ruled he was a capable 
adult in the eyes of the law. 

Steven’s adoptive parents had 
a child of their own in 1975, but 
it died. They adopted Steven, 
unaware of his disabilities. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Dublin, Paris, Florida, Costa 


Almeria, Cyprus, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and canal cruisers in France. 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844 


In 1985, their local authority 
became involved because of the 
mother’s “fiercely over-protec- 
tive attitude,” said the judge. 
She made it impossible for him 
to have any semblance of social 
life and prevented him from 
developing his full potential. 


SOUTH 
EAST MIDLANDS 
WEST MIDLANDS 


KITCHEN AIDS “~ WHEELCHAIRS Y RISER CHAIRS ¥ RAMPS< 


BATHLIFTS Y STAIRLIFTS ¥ SCOOTERS ¥ 


KEEP MOBILE 
WITH KEEP ABLE 


¥ Largest showrooms in the country 

Y Advice from professionally qualified staff 
v Range of new and used models 

v Free no obligation home demonstration 


DON'T DELAY - CALL US TODAY 


Making life easier 
¥ POWER CHAIRS v¥ CUSHIONS V LIFTERS 


Steven was taken into care, but 
went to court just before his 
18th birthday. He wants to go 
on living at a residential home 
and to see his adoptive parents, 
when he chooses. 

His mother claimed there was 
no basis for her son’s worries. 
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4 News from Westminster 


Summer of discontent The new suit 
| on the block 


Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley (above) was pelted with 
eggs at a demonstration against 
Incapacity Benefit changes in 
London on 11 July. Three days 
later, Disabled People’s Direct 
Action Network stopped the 
traffic in Whitehall in protest at 
the killing off of Harry Barnes’ 


Civil Rights (Disabled Persons) 


Bill (above). Over 160 amendments 


had been tabled to the Bill, making it impossible to get through 


before Parliament went into recess for the summer. 


BRENT MOORE 


DSS unit slammed | Lio Dems 


Some of the cases where the 
Government recovered compen- 
sation from disabled people fol- 
lowing an accident are 
“revolting to the ordinary man’s 
sense of justice” say MPs. 

The cross-party Social Secu- 
rity Committee’s report, pub- 
lished in June, says the system 
operated by the Compensation 
Recovery Unit is “manifestly 
unfair”. The Unit was set up in 
1989 to claw back benefit paid 
while an injured person awaited 
settlement of their claim for 
damages (DN, October 1994). 
The amount recovered has risen 
from £3.7 million in 1990-91 to 
£110 million in 1994-95. The 


committee heard that one man, 
who received £25,000 for a back 
injury, was asked for £21,000. 

The report concludes that the 
burden of repaying benefits has 
been shifted unfairly from the 
taxpayer to the victim. It recom- 
mends instead that the bill 
should be added to any settle- 
ment, making the party respon- 
sible carry the cost. 

While accepting insurance 
premiums would rise as a result, 
the committee 
“Spreading the costs in this way 
is preferable to burdening indi- 
viduals who have had the mis- 
fortune to suffer accidents or 
diseases caused by others.” 


concludes: 


are go 


The Liberal Democrats stole a 
march on the other parties in 
July by publishing a radical new 
policy document specifically for 
disabled people. 

Access for All includes pro- 
posals for comprehensive anti- 
discrimination laws, a human 
rights commission, a code of 
practice on transport accessibil- 
ity, and benefits reform. 

The uncosted proposals will 
go before the Party’s conference 
in September, where a “yes” vote 
will make them official policy. 


£3, tel: (01305) 264646. 


Rotimi is an eight year old Nigerian boy (DOB 17.3.87). He was born 
with Hydrocephalus, which resulted in Spastic quadriplegia, with 
severe contractures of the limbs. He is globally developmentally 
delayed and is visually impaired. He is totally dependent on adult 
care and needs constant supervision. 


Rotimi has been well cared for by his mother all his life, he has no 
behavioural problems and generally sleeps through the night. He has 
a pleasant demeanour, he laughs and responds well to voices. 
However, given to a change in his mothers circumstances she can no 


longer meet his care needs. 


We are seeking a family to permanently foster him. You will need to 
have a great deal of energy, time and support to meet his needs and 
possibly some experience of disabilities. 


Rotimi’s family have expressed a wish to maintain periodic contact 
and we feel this will be important for him. 


Any family who comes forward to care for Rotimi can expect profes- 
sional support, training and advice as well as generous financial help. 


We recognise that caring for Rotimi will be challenging, however he 
has a great deal of joy and love to give. 


If you would like to know more contact: 


Mark on 0171 976 6211 Ext 2272 


City of Westminster 
Ce CS Ss 


Family Placement Service, Ebury Bridge Centre, 2nd Floor, 


Sutherland Street, 


London SWI1V 4LH 


When the music stopped in 
John Major’s July re-shuffle 
there was yet another new face 
to be found in the hot seat 
marked “Minister for Social 
Security and Disabled People”. 
After only a year in post, out 
goes wunderkind William 
Hague (to become Secretary of 
State for Wales), and in comes 
Alistair James Hendrie Burt. 

As the man who will have to 
face down any rebellions that 
arise between now and the Dis- 
ability Discrimination Bill 
becoming law in the autumn, 
frame the regulations that will 
bring the Act to life, and take 
the flak from incapacity benefit 
changes, Mr Burt will be living 
in interesting times. But given 
that his last job was answering 
for the hated Child Support 
Agency, his skin should have the 
necessary resilience. 

The official cv is straight from 
Tory HQ central casting: born 
Bury 1955, father a GP, Oxford 
University (law), — solicitor, 
became MP for Bury North in 
1983, ex-Parliamentary Private 
Secretary to Kenneth Baker, 
1985-90, Under-Secretary at 
Social Security, 1992-95, mar- 
ried with two children. 

He told the House magazine 
how the fire of political passion 
began burning in his young 
breast during the 1964 general 
election: “Someone from the 
local Conservative Association 
came round and put a board up 
on our tree. I thought this was 
amazingly exciting.” 

There aren’t many grown men 
who would admit to frissons of 
ecstasy at the mention of 
boards on trees, but Mr Burt is 
not afraid to show his genuine 
enthusiasms. At first glance he 
appears to be, like his predeces- 
sor in the job, PM John Major, 
a bit of a “suit”. As well as the 
sensible specs, he admits to 
missing his children “dread- 
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Disabilities Access is a free Internet based informa- 
tion service for people with disabilities and those 


fully”, and says the best possi- 
ble end to the week is a plate of 
pasta with his wife. (On a more 
risqué note, he has run the Lon- 
don Marathon for charity 
dressed as an elephant.) 
Perhaps the greatest influence 
on his politics is his Christian- 
ity, which fuels his strong pro- 
life, anti-embryo experiment- 
ation beliefs. “The created child 


Alistair Burt 


inside the body has a right to be 
heard and considered,” he has 
said. “At what point does a 
baby change from being a crea- 
ture with no rights, to a crea- 
ture with full rights?” 

His faith may also have helped 
to place him on the centre-left 
of the party. “I am by nature 
someone who believes that con- 
sensus 1s as important as con- 
frontation,” he has stated. 

It will be fascinating to watch 
how these beliefs mix with the 
heady brew of disability poli- 
tics. Or will he be another 
Hague or Major, simply pass- 
ing through? 

To give him his due, he lost no 
time in extending the hand of 
friendship on the afternoon he 
took office. “The Prime Minis- — 
ter rightly described the job to 
me as one of the best in Govern- 
ment,” his statement said. “I 
agree, and am looking forward 
immensely to meeting with dis- 
abled people and their organi- 
sations.” 

This time next year, we shall 
see if the man of faith has kept 
to his word. 


DISABILITIES 
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who care for them. The service features: 
News, Directories of resources, Job 


Vacancies, Factsheets, Travel informa- 


tion and Online shopping. 


The information provided on the service is relevant 
to both the general public and care professionals. 
To take a look at Disabilities 
Access Online point your Web 


browser at the URL: 


http://Awww.pavilion.co.uk/daccess 
If you would like to promote your organisation, 

products or services on Disabilities Access contact 
Steve McCann on 0713 2346624 or E-mail us on 


info@d-access.demon.co.uk 
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An extra £10 
on Family Credit or 


Disability Working 
Allowance. Find 
out how your clients 


could benefit. 


There are improvements to Family Credit and Disability Working Allowance for people 
working 30 hours or more a week. Now an extra-£10 could be paid every week as part of 
the Family Credit or Disability Working Allowance award to people working 30 hours or more. 


So that people get the full benefit, the extra £10 will not affect Housing Benefit or 


Council Tax Benefit. 
To get more information please phone 0800 88 44 II, or post the completed coupon 
to Working With Benefits, FREEPOST (BS4335), Bristol BSI 3YX. 


For an information pack, please complete the coupon below. (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) | 


NAME (MR/MRS/MS ) 


POSITION ORGANISATION NAME 


POSTCODE TEL NO (WITH STD) 


ADDRESS | 


Send the completed coupon to; Working With Benefits, FREEPOST (BS4335), Bristol BSI 3Y 


or FREEFONE 0800 88 44 II any time. af | 
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 6News 


Mobile phones causing chaos 


The Department of Health is 
investigating claims that new 
high-frequency circuitry in 
mobile phones is interfering 
with medical equipment includ- 
ing hearing aids, pacemakers 
and powered wheelchairs. 

A spokesman said that as 
mobile phones were known to 
disrupt sensitive machinery in 
hospitals, it followed that they 
may also interfere with other 
equipment. 

The Government’s Medical 
Devices Agency is looking at 
how other countries have tack- 
led the problem. 

Concern is so great among 
some wheelchair manufacturers 
that their manuals now include 
warnings against using portable 
telephones in powered chairs. 

The RNID said they had 
received many complaints from 
hearing aid users. 

“All digital phones interfere 
with hearing aids, causing any- 
thing from mild inconvenience 


to extreme pain,” said RNID 
Hills. 


spokeswoman Joanne 


“However, analogue (non-digi- 


tal) mobile phones can be made 
compatible with hearing aids. 


It’s just that manufacturers 


haven’t taken the time to look 
into making the necessary 


adjustments.” 


“Must be something you said!” 


ship ahoy 


Over £4 million in National 
Lottery cash is to help build a 
second ship for the Jubilee 
Sailing Trust, which runs 
integrated sailing trips. 

The Lord Nelson, the Trust’s 
first ship, has carried over 
10,750 crew, half of them 
disabled. The new ship, a 50- 
metre long, — three-masted 
wooden — square-rigger, _ will 
sleep 40 people and be fitted 
with wheelchair lifts, wide 
decks and audio compasses. 


Struggle goes on for carers 


Six in ten carers who have had 
their 
changes to the community care 


needs assessed believe 
system have made no difference, 
according to a new report. Lack 
of respite care and help in their 
home were the main worries. 
More than 2,000 carers and 94 
social services departments were 
surveyed for the report, Better 
Tomorrows*, published by the 
Carers National Association. 
The report recommends start- 


ing a 24-hour carers’ helpline 
and guaranteed respite care. 

A separate report for Mencap 
has revealed that most people 
with learning disabilities and 
their carers do not receive infor- 
mation about care management 
and assessment. 

Community Care — Britain’s 
Other Lottery** says assess- 
ments don’t always address the 
long-term needs of people with 
learning disabilities and criti- 


cises how care plans are moni- 
tored. Local authorities should 
ensure information about ser- 
vices is widely available and 
should monitor assessment pro- 
cedures, the report concludes. 


*£10, Carers National Associa- 
tion, 20-25 Glasshouse Yard, 
London EC1A 4]S. 

**£5, Mencap National Centre, 
123 Golden Lane, 
EGTYIOR 


London 


AS easy as 7 » 3 


onstables unique Carchair system provides the ultimate freedom and 


independence for the wheelchair user. By adapting into either the passenger 


or drivers seat of a standard production car; the Carchair eliminates the need to 


purchase a special vehicle. 


Comprising of a specially designed wheelchair and lift system the Carchair is 


extremely simple fo operate. 


To arrange a free demonstration of this, or any Constables product without obligation, 


please telephone or write. 


Constastes Ltp * Dept DN ¢ Freepost (BR1032) * WeSTHAM ® PEevENseY ® East Sussex * BN24 5BR © TELEPHONE: (01323) 767574 


Hit the highway, Jack 

A new careers guidance service 
for disabled students and grad- 
uates will soon be available on 
the information superhighway. 

“CANDO” will list graduate 
employment schemes, sources 
of job vacancies and disability- 
friendly employers. 

The scheme is run by the uni- 
versities of Lancaster, Leicester, 
Coventry, Huddersfield, and 
Chester College of Higher Edu- 
cation, but is open to anyone 
on the Internet. 


URL :http:/www.comp.lancs.ac. 
uk/uni-services/careers/cando/ 


Have your say 
A team of wheelchair users is to 
survey other wheelchair users 
on where they would like to go 
and what they want to do there. 
John Mitchell of Sheffield 
Hallam University, which is run- 
ning the survey for the NHS 
Executive, said: “If a wheelchair 
doesn’t do its job properly then 
it prevents its user from living 
the life they want to.” Inter- 
viewers are sought in London, 
Belfast, Bradford, Cardiff, 
Dundee, Guildford, Newcastle, 
Norwich and Sheffield. 


Jude Bennington, Health 
Research Institute, Sheffield 
Hallam University, Collegiate 
Campus, Sheffield S10 2BP. 


Take a break 

A new guide for carers has been 
published by the Holiday Care 
Service. Director David Phillips 
said: “Carers are a dedicated 
but often forgotten group and it 
is important that they have the 
information that they need to 
get away for a break.” 


Send four first class stamps to 
Holiday Care Service, 2 Old 
Bank Chambers, Station Road, 


Horley, Surrey RH6 9HW. 
Sport for all 
Cerebral Palsy International 


Sports and Recreation Associa- 
tion has appointed former Para- 
Martin 
international 
development officer. The job 
will involve setting up a 
database of contacts, promot- 
ing disability sports abroad and 
developing training. 


lympic — swimmer 


Mansell as_ its 


New AA service 

AA members are being invited 
to provide details of disabilities 
in a new scheme designed to tai- 
lor breakdown services for indi- 
vidual needs. 


The AA disabled helpline 
number is 0800 262 050. 
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News 7 


High flyers 
honoured 


Three female high flyers in the 
disability world received awards 
in the Queen’s Birthday Hon- 
ours List, published in June. 

Nancy Robertson, ex-director 
of Prince of Wales Advisory 
Group, got an OBE, along with 
actress Susan Hampshire, presi- 
dent of the Dyslexia Institute. 
Pauline Thompson, director of 
the Disablement Income 
Group, got an MBE. “This will 
add another cylinder to my 
engine,” she said.“I want to use 
it for everyone’s benefit.” 

CBEs included: Alan Smith, National 
Advisory Committee on Employment for 
People with Disabilities; Robert Luff, 
Richard Luff Charitable Foundation, for 
charitable services to medical research. 

OBE: James Cairns, Soldiers’ Sailors’ 
and Airmen’s Association; Donald Fleet, 
Opportunities for People with Disabili- 
ties; Lt Col Raymond Holland, for ser- 


vices to disabled ex-servicemen and 


Thompson (/eft) and Robertson 


women; Gillian Morbey, SENSE Scot- 
land; Timothy Pape, Shaw _ Trust; 
Anthony Sainsbury, for services to sport 
for disabled people; Professor Walter 
Tully, East Surrey Dial-a-Ride; Betty 
Underhill, Royal British Legion. 


MBE: Mary Baker, Parkinson’s Disease 


Library closure 
Continued from page 1 


including books in Braille, large 
print and sign language, refer- 
ence works for teachers and 
parents, videos and toys. 

Fundraising officer Ian King 
said: “It costs more than 
£200,000 to keep our services 
going and we have so far raised 
only £80,000. This is a very dis- 
appointing figure and we feel 
the National Lottery is partly 
to blame. 

“If the centre is lost it will be 
almost impossible to rebuild 
the collection and the expertise 
we have built up over the years.” 

Christine Thomas, head- 
teacher of Green Dragon 
School in Brentford, a regular 
NLHC user, said: “It would be 
a tragedy if the library closed 
because there is nothing to 
replace it. NLHC staff come 
down here regularly to teach 
our pupils and it gives us a great 
deal of valuable information 
and advice.” 


Donations: NLHC, Wellington 
House, Wellington Road, Wok- 
ingham, Berkshire RG1 2AG. 


Touching scene: Michael Gerwat, who is visually and hearing-impaired, has set up his own business as 
a masseur after a training course at Thomas Danby College in Leeds. Prospectus, tel: (0113) 2494912. 


Euthanasia legalised 


Society; Arthur Barker, Steering Develop- 
ments; Greta Barnes, National Asthma 
Training Centre, Stratford-upon-Avon; 
George Carr, Stars Organisation support- 
ing Action for People with Cerebral 
Palsy; Hans Herman Cohn, National 
Federation of the Blind; Derek Henshaw, 
Trafford Disabled People’s Forum and 
Disabled Motorists’ Club; Andrew Mur- 
ray, Arthritis Care; Christopher Smith, 
Leeds and North Yorkshire Committee 
for the Employment of People with Dis- 
abilities; Clive Smith, for services to 
climbing for blind people; David 
Whittick, for services to riding for dis- 
abled people; Agnes Wright, British 
Limbless Ex-servicemen’s Association; 
John Wright, Wolverhampton and Wal- 


sall Committee for the Employment of 


People with Disabilities. 


The Northern Territory Parlia- 
ment of Australia has become 
the first in the world to legalise 
voluntary euthanasia. 

Although doctors in some 
countries covertly assist termi- 
nally ill people to take their 
own life, it has never been law- 
ful to openly and actively do so. 

Under the Rights of the Ter- 
minally Ill Act, the person must 
have no hope of recovery and be 
of “sound mind”. Anyone sign- 
ing a request on behalf of a ter- 
minally ill person forfeits any 
financial benefit they might 
otherwise obtain. 


Enjoy a holiday with CARE at 
QUEENS COURT 


NURSING AND RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 
Colwyn Bay 
Respite holiday breaks can be taken with or without the guest's 
Carer. In either case, our aim is to ensure the change of routine 
is beneficial to both. Qualified nursing staff and resources on 
hand 24 hours a day to meet the needs of all our guests. 


Write, telephone or Fax for an Information Pack. 
CARE LINK, FREEPOST 647, 10-12 THE PROMENADE, 
SOUTHPORT PR8 1BR. (No stamp required) 

Tel: (01704) 545050 Fax: (01704) 545200 


or contact Queens Court direct at 
487 ABERGELE ROAD, OLD COLWYN, CLWYD, LL29 9AE 
Tel: (01492) 516732 Fax: (01492) 513427 


The Australian decision has 
sparked debate in the UK. A 
Commons motion calling for a 
similar law has been signed by 
eight MPs; an opposing one has 
21 signatures. The British Med- 
ical Association, at its July con- 
ference, voted against any 
relaxation of the law. 


*Peter Raynor, the Yorkshire 
euthanasia campaigner, died in 
July, aged 62, after a seven-week 
fast. Mr Raynor, who had MS, 
drafted the first “advance direc- 
tive” refusing life-prolonging 
treatment. 


An innovation 
in Bath Lifts 


Courts 
enforce 
rights 


Two landmark court judg- 
ments could open the way for 
thousands of extra benefit 
claims by disabled people. 

In the first, Rebecca Halliday, 
a 20-year-old nursery nurse 
from Newark, Notts, won an 
Appeal Court ruling enabling 
her to claim disability living 
allowance to help pay for 
“social needs” such as going to 
the cinema or out with friends. 

Judges ruled by a two to one 
majority that entitlement to the 
allowance was not limited to 
“assistance required to main- 
tain life itself”, as the Govern- 
ment had argued. 

The decision could enable 
thousands of disabled people to 
get financial help for aids or 
assistance. 

In a second test case, the High 
Court has ruled that Glouces- 
tershire County Council broke 
the law by withdrawing ser- 
vices from five disabled pen- 
sioners to save money. 

The council had argued that 
cuts in its Government grant 
had forced the reduction in 
community care services. 

Pensioners’ spokesman Derek 
Vizor said: “People will die if 
services they rely on are with- 
drawn because there is no 
money to fund them.” 


For more information call 


01623 754047 


ESTES TA 
Smith & Nephew Homecraft Limited 


Sidings Road 

Lowmoor Road Industrial Estate 
Kirkby-in-Ashfield 

Nottingham NG17 7JZ 
Telephone: 01623 754047 


Smith:-Nephew 


Smith--Nephew 


Leadership in Worldwide Healthcare 
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8 Health news 


Toxin 
loosens 
muscles 


A biological poison which 
causes food poisoning can be 
used to treat children with cere- 
bral palsy (cp). 

In trials, Botulinum Toxin has 
produced significant improve- 
ments in walking. 

Children with cp are born with 
brain damage which causes mus- 
cular weakness. 

Researchers at Belfast Hospi- 
tal for Sick Children have found 
that tiny amounts of the toxin 
can produce a short-term bene- 
fit in children with cp by reduc- 
ing muscle spasms and allowing 
muscles to grow. 

Using gait analysis, the team 
will measure the effects of inject- 
ing the toxin into leg muscles and 
find out more about how the 
treatment works. 

Funding is from a Glaxo Well- 
come grant, made through 
Scope. The charity’s chief exec- 
utive Richard Brewster said: 
“The use of the toxin could be a 


most promising advance.” 


Drug slows 
down MND 


A drug that appears to slow 
down the progress of motor 
neurone disease (MND) has been 
tested in America and Canada. 

MND is a progressive, muscle- 
wasting condition that destroys 
motor neurones in the brain 
and spine. 


Atrial of the drug Myotrophin 
has shown that it can help the 
body regenerate damaged 
motor neurones. 

Doctors believe MND occurs 
because the body produces too 
much glutamate, an amino acid 
that in large doses can destroy 
motor neurones. Myotrophin 
works by supporting the sur- 
vival of motor neurones. 

Researchers at eight medical 
centres split 266 patients into 
two groups. One was given the 
drug for nine months, the others 
a placebo. 

The condition of people given 
Myotrophin deteriorated 25 per 
cent less than the others. 

A Motor Neurone Disease 
Association spokesperson said: 
“This is important evidence that 
MND can be slowed down.” 


Blood test 
gives early 
warning 


A new blood test to identify 
women at risk of developing 
osteoporosis is being pioneered 
at St Thomas’s Hospital in Lon- 


don. 

Dr Tim Spector, consultant 
rheumatologist at St Thomas’s, 
has established that the Vitamin 
D receptor gene on chromosome 
12 has an effect on bone density 
in later life and can be used as a 
test of whether a woman will 
develop osteoporosis. 

People with the “at risk” vari- 
ant of the gene are likely to have 
bone density, which 
increases their risk of bone frac- 
ture by as much as 50 per cent. 


lower 


FOR ARTHRITIC 
TELESCOPIC VALGUS (KNOCK KNEE) / VARU 


Neurosurgeon Charles West and theatre nurse Linda Anderson with 
Hope Hospital’s new hi-tech scanner for brain tumours 


It is hoped that the test will 
lead to women at risk being 


~ treated in their youth so that the 


condition, which affects one in 
three women over the age of 50, 
can be avoided. 

Treatment includes taking a 
vitamin D supplement, 
increased levels of calcium and 
more exercise. 

Dr Spector’s findings are 
based on a two-year study of 95 
identical and 87 non-identical 
pairs of twins. 

Identical twins, who have the 
same genes, were found to have 
similar bone densities, but non- 
identical twins who did not 
have the same variant of the 
gene had large differences in 
their bone density. 

He believes the gene works by 
controlling the body’s use of 
vitamin D, which influences the 


ake primary function of the brace is to align 
or straighten the limb, which may have 
deformed to a bow or knock knee position, due 
to weakness of the joint. This is usually caused 
by an arthritic condition, resulting in pain or 
undue aching when standing or walking. 
The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, 
where the knee allows the leg to bend to the 


rear. 


Manufactured and Supplied by 


ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


Telephone 0703 510770 Fax 0703 510772 


Bow Leg (Varus) Before 


absorption of calcium. 

Dr Spector said the new test 
would have to be modified 
before it becomes generally 
available. 


Injecting 
new hope 


Two Cheltenham schoolboys 
won the Duracell Science and 
Technology Schools Competi- 
tion in July for inventing a 
device which helps blind and 
visually impaired people with 
diabetes fill syringes. 

A syringe placed in the device is 
drawn out and filled with insulin. 
An alarm goes off and the syringe 
is released. The alarm does not 
stop until the syringe is replaced. 


Bow Leg (Varus) After 


Jonathan Moodie and Jeremy 
Brettall, both 16, of Chel- 
tenham College, said they 
hoped Hypofill would enable 
visually impaired people with 
diabetes to inject themselves 
without the help of a nurse. 

The schoolboys, who believe 
the device could save the NHS 
millions of pounds in man- 
power, are looking for a firm to 
manufacture it. 


Garlic 
pressed 
into action 


US scientists at Penn State Uni- 
versity have found that garlic 
can be used to fight cancer by 
reducing the size of tumours. 

Human colon cancer cells were 
transplanted into laboratory 
mice, and treated with a mil- 
ligram of diallyl disulphide 
(DADs), a compound found in 
garlic oil. 

After three weeks, the tumours 
in the mice receiving the garlic 
extract had shrunk by 60 per 
cent, while those in untreated 
mice continued to grow. 

Professor John Milner thinks 
that the DADs effects on 
tumours is related to the way it 
combines with sulphur com- 
pounds in tumour cells. 


Scanner 
first 


The North West Neurosurgical 
Unit at Hope Hospital, Manch- 
ester, has a new hi-tech scanner 
for brain tumours — the first of 
its kind in the country. 

The £26,000 Leopard Ultra- 
sound Scanner 2001 can accu- 
rately locate hidden brain 
tumours, which account for 25 
per cent of all childhood cancers. 

The equipment was bought by 
the Brain and Spinal Injury 
Charity and will make the 
removal and biopsy of tumours 
much safer than before. 


Sweet 
success 


A spoonful of sugar is an effec- 
tive painkiller for babies, claim 
doctors at Leeds Infirmary. 

They suggest that a sugar 
solution given to newborn 
babies reduces the pain of 
blood tests and injections. 

Professor Malcolm Levene 
gave 30 babies sugar syrup 
before a blood test to detect 
jaundice. Another 30 babies in 
the control group received ster- 
ile water. The babies who 
received two milligrammes of a 
25 per cent sugar solution did 
not cry for as long as the babies 
who got water. 
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- Model type engine price 


NK Diesel 1.9L £11,292 


Lo 


engine 


Ford ‘Combi’ fae 


_ ACCESS HEIGHT 
| 1500MM (591N) 


engine price 


iesel 1.6/2.3 £18,958 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 
1370MM (54IN) 


ACCESS HEIGHT 1300MM (SIIN) 


Here at Brotherwood we are committed to raising customer satisfaction through design and service of our vehicles. 
There are several ways in which you can acquire a Brotherwood vehicle, through one of the three year 
CONTRACT HIRE schemes or we can provide a special adapted HIRE PURCHASE 
SCHEME. Also there is outright purchase which may be a benefit if your 
Mobility award is less than 3 years. 

Brotherwood have been manufacturing vehicles for more than 10 
years and over this period a strong market in PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES has been created. All these vehicles are fully refurbished 
to the highest standards. You can be assured of peace of mind 
with a Brotherwood Conversion 


-Simply the Best 


BROTHER WOOD 


AUTOM OBI i ie 
Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP + Telephone: 01935 872603 + Fax: 01935 872853 
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Pillar Box Lane, Beer Fackett: 
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10 Sport 


Star slams 


Wimbledon 


A leading wheelchair tennis 
player is calling on Wimbledon 
to improve its facilities for dis- 
abled spectators. 

Jason Ward, Britain’s best B 
Division player, told DN: “I 
think the organisersneed a 
good kick up the backside. 
They make millions a year from 
Wimbledon and should be 
spending more on wheelchair 


” 
users. 


Calling for change: Jason Ward 


Ward got a ground pass but was 
disappointed that he could only 
watch matches on courts six and 
13. The others were inaccessible. 
spaces for 
on Centre 


There are six 


wheelchair users 


Court, but spectators have to 
enter a ballot to get these. 

“The facilities at six and 13 are 
fine — there is room. for ten 
wheelchair users at each court. — 
but you will only see low-ranked . 
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players and doubles matches. 

“This isn’t good enough. Dis- 
abled people are being discrimi- 
nated against if they do not have 
the same choice of matches as 
everyone else.” 

Ward is pleased that Court 
Number One is being rebuilt 
and will provide space for 50 
wheelchair places by 1997, but 
he believes the LTA should be 
doing a lot more. 

“I am sure there is enough 
money for Wimbledon to pro- 
vide wheelchair spaces on every 
court,” he said. 

A spoksperson for the All Eng- 
land Lawn Tennis and Croquet 
Club said: “We aim to make 
Wimbledon as accessible as pos- 
sible, but this will take time.” 

Wheelchair users can get tick- 
ets for next year’s tournament 
by entering a ballot. Applica- 
tions should be made to the 
ticket manager at The All Eng- 
land Lawn Tennis and Croquet 
Club, Church Road Wimble- 
don, London SW19 SAE. 

A free information guide for 
wheelchair users (available from 
address above) gives details of 
the tournament’s facilities. 
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Jim Anderson smashed three 
world records at the BT 
National Short Course Swim- 
ming Championships in Dar- 
lington in June. 

The talented Scot was in 
unstoppable form, setting new 
world records in the $2 100m 


freestyle and both the 25m back- 


stroke and 50m backstroke. 
“Pye been working hard on my 


starts and. turns,” he said. 
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Swimming sensation: Jeanette Esling breaks the S6 100m freestyle world record GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


‘Anderson claims hat-trick 


“There’s no question it’s paying 
off.” 

In all, 46 world records fell at 
the championships, which were 
attended by more than 170 
swimmers from all over Britain. 

Jeanette Esling broke the S6 
100m freestyle world record, 
while Greenock’s. Margaret 
McEleny set new standars in the 
SB3 50m breaststroke and 50m 
freestyle events. 


McEleny had feared the worst 
when she was admitted to hospi- 
tal with a virus just days before 
the event. “It was a scare, but 
those few days rest probably did 
me some good and set me up for 
the weekend,” she said. 

Janice Burton, from Stafford- 
shire, and Melanie Easter, from 
Kenilworth, also had plenty to 
celebrate. They both claimed ; 


~ four new world records. 


Tulip tandem triumph 


Top blind cyclist Robert Allen, 
from Hampshire, won the 1995 
Tulip Tandem Marathon in 
June, with the help of his sighted 
steersman Stephen Winter. 

The talented duo swept home 
in a superb time of 1:2:4, more 
than four minutes ahead of their 
nearest rival. 

Almost 180 cyclists took part 
in the competition, which was 
organised by the charity Action 
for Blind People. Each team con- 


Pedal power: Robert Allen (right) and Stephen Winter take the lead 


sisted of a sighted steersman and 
a visually impaired racer. 

Allen, who has been riding for 
only three years, is now rated as 
one of the fastest and most excit- 
ing cyclists in Britain. 

“Td like to make a clean sweep 
of the top titles this year,” he said. 
“Tam training hard to win the 40- 
miles Road Race in Bangor and 
the Tandem Club 25 before I go 
on to full-time education in the 
autumn.” 


eee 
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Mobility Roadshow 11 


We, disabled people, are often 
critical of authority, and of 
Government departmental 
authority. We castigate the 
housing department or the 
local social services and moan 
loudly about rights. 

Such criticism is usually not 
without justification since such 
providers frequently fall short 
of either meeting needs or 
understanding them. 

One glowing exception is the 
Department of Transport’s 
mobility unit. As organisers of 
the seventh Mobility 
Roadshow, held at 
Crowthorne, Berkshire, they 
have not only managed to 
create the world’s finest 
mobility event, but also to do 
so with a creditable degree of 
understanding where the needs 
of disabled visitors are 
concerned. 


Queen’s 
handshaking 
marathon 


Her Majesty the Queen gave 
the Mobility Roadshow a 
boost by coming to open it — 
and then spent nearly half her 
time shaking hands with 
Motability dealers and associ- 
ates, to the disappointment of 
exhibitors and visitors. 

After the opening speech by 
the new Transport Secretary, 
Sir George Young, who 
stressed that disabled people 
were consumers, the Queen 
released a huge bunch of red 
balloons which raced away into 
a blue sky. 

She had a taste of the 
equipment on show when she 
visited the Department of 
Transport and the AA stands, 
talked to disabled people 
demonstrating wheelchair- 
cycle adaptations and a taxi, 
and saw some low floor vans. 

Then she went to present the 
key of Motability’s 500,000th 
vehicle, a Vauxhall Astra 
Merit, to war pensioner 
Richard Hickmott. 

Mr Hickmott and a handful 
of disabled people were among 
140 Motability manufacturers, 
dealers, governors, fundraisers 
and staff who lined up to shake 
the Queen’s hand. By the time 
she left Motability’s stand, she 
was 10 minutes behind 
schedule. 

As one disabled visitor put it: 
“The Queen’s time is limited. 
Let’s hope that next time the 
arrangements will allow her to 
spend more time with disabled 
people.” 


/ driving forces 


DN motoring correspondent David Griffiths reviews a show packed with exciting ideas 


~~ 


The car chair in the Peugeot 806 People Carrier, as shown by Constables 


many open-air displays. Some 
may well have found a little 
time to relax, but I cannot 
claim to be one of them. With 


This year we were blessed 
with fair, if not ideal, weather 
conditions, allowing ample 
time to browse through the 


Her Majesty the Queen greets war veteran Richard Hickmott, one 
of the handful of disabled people presented by Motability 


wes 


JOHN FRYE 


so much to see and so many 
people to meet, there was little 
chance of that. 

New and exciting ideas were 
to be found in many corners, 
but the orientation was a little 


- “van-heavy” with the Transit 


still reigning supreme. 
Nevertheless, milestones were 
much in evidence. 


Peugeot preview 
Constables were showing a pre- 
launch Peugeot 806 People Car- 
rier, fitted with car chair in the 
style of the former Nissan 
Prairie. Many Prairie owners 
are likely to take more than a 
second glance at this new vehi- 
cle, but my advice would be to 


hold back until it has proved 
itself. Constables, tel (01323) 
767574. 


Transits hold sway 
Steering Developments’ Peter 
Roake had “popped out and 
bought one as soon as he saw 
one” — and there for the first 
time, admittedly un-adapted 
and with some pretty basic 
ramping to aid access, was the 
first Mercedes Sprinter van. 
Neat, functional controls allied 
to an attractive machine said to 
offer car-ride comfort and 
requiring a service every 28,000 
miles, it could well prove to be 
a popular base for disabled 
driver conversions in the future. 

On the same stand they were 
showing the first drive-from- 
the-chair Volkswagen 
conversion, the Volkswagen 
Caravelle. Access to the driving 
position is excellent and the 
headroom limitations have 
been overcome by using the 
Balder power chair. 

The result is very attractive 
and of course not van-like at 
all, as it affords comfortable 
smooth cruising. Costs exceed 
those of the Transit since 
around £7,000 is needed for the 
power chair. A further 
drawback may be that the’ 
Balder is not the chair for you, 
but running and purchase costs 
should be well below those of 

Continued on page 12 


TRUE SAFETY IS NOT AN OPTION | 


- O’Straint is a complete, compartmen- 
talised interdependent occupant and 
wheelchair restraint system that can 
accommodate most chairs. 


* The floor pocket compartmentalisation 
method is the key to safe ridership 


- A track record of proven testimonials 
in accidents 


- A full occupant restraint with lap and 
shoulder belts. (Shoulder belts should 
not be attached below the shoulder!) 


* Over 100 static and impact tests with 
results that surpass the highest stan- 
dards anywhere in the world 


* Quick and easy installation or retro-fit 
in all models of buses and vans 


" Fast and foolproof operation 


« Supported by a full professional train- 
ing program 
See us at London Naidex 
Stand 162 


’Straint, for your wheelchair | 
passenger safety 


For People Who Care ” 


Q’Straint,(Europe) 


10 Wilson House, John Wilson Business Park, 
Thanet Way, Whitstable, Kent CT53QT 


Tel: 01227 773035 


Fax: 01227 770035 
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Ana Matheson demonstrates the first foot-only operated Transit 


from Steering Developments 
Continued from page 11 


the Transit’s other main rival, 
the Chrysler Voyager. Transits 
still hold sway, though, as Ana 
Matheson was able to demon- 
strate with the first all-foot 
operated one, specially built 
for her and offering total inde- 
pendence, even down to oper- 
ating the radio. Steering 
Developments, tel: (01442) 
212918. 


JOHN FRYE 


Tiller control 
That brilliant innovator Jim 
Doran could be found sitting 
inside a drive-from-the- 
wheelchair Transit van with 
his latest creation — a tiller sys- 
tem allowing total control of 
the vehicle with just one hand. 
Avoiding the extremes of 
joysticks, and thereby likely to 
appeal to many who believe 
that a physical connection 
between the driver and the 


LES CROWLEY CONVERSIONS 


GET OUT AND ABOUT WITH 
THE NEW PEUGEOT BOXER 


CONVERTED TO YOUR OWN SPECIFICATION 


More options are available for wheelchair access on the 
new Peugeot Boxer, including underfloor electro-hydraulic 
lifts to the side or rear. Hydraulic lowering rear suspension 
with fold-away ramp. Passenger headroom is 60" on the 
standard roof and 72" on the high roof. Removable seats 
giving you more seating and wheelchair positions. 
Disabled driver options for full independence. 


Prices start from £14,500 
CONTACT LES CROWLEY 


Groes Lwyd, Corwen, Clwyd, LL21 9DD 
TELEPHONE/FAX: 01490 413183 
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driven wheels is no bad thing, 
it should enable many single 
upper limb drivers to 
contemplate the possibilities 
of driving in a more affordable 
way. 

Such technology does not 
come cheap at about £7,000, 
but it is considerably less than 
a four-way joystick steering 
system. 

Not everything from Jim is 
so complex, but it is always 
practical, like the neat head- 
operated indicator switches 
shown on the Godiva School 
of Motoring tuition vehicle on 
his stand. Jim Doran Controls, 
tel: (01203) 460833. 


Poynting’s clamp 
Poynting Conversions were 
showing their own Transit 
with adaptations for a 
tetraplegic driver created in 
conjunction with Adapatacar 
and making good use of lever- 
age and servos. 

Of special interest was the 
neat powered wheelchair 
clamping unit — everything 
that one might expect from the 
company which started the 
“travelling seated in a 
wheelchair” trend. Poynting 
Conversions, tel: (01722) 
336048. 


- That’ll be the Daewoo 


Vans didn’t get all the lime- 
light. Daewoo is the car at 
least some people should have 
heard about. Talking to repre- 
sentatives about disability 
needs, it became clear that 
they are taking all this very 
seriously. Indeed, their mobile 
hospitality unit offered a 
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The tiller system which allows total vehicle control with one hand 


model example of how to con- 
struct a practical ramping sys- 
tem to overcome a not 


inconsiderable access problem. 


The Nexia is the car likely to 
attract most of us, and when 
they enter the Motability 
contract hire field in August, 


the base model should be 


available without a deposit. 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 01293 871019 Fax: 01293 871007 


or 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 01484 400795 Fax: 01484 400796 


The Daewoo Nexia GLi 5-door — an attractive prospect 


a Ye 
~ oe S| Ss Sf — 


However, automatic 
transmission and power 
steering options will put the 
deposit well above that of 
some rivals, and they are now 
looking at providing these 
options on a more basic model 
for the disability market. For a 
Motability Information Pack 
phone Paul Darrington at 
Daewoo, tel: (01923) 777788. 


Help to hire 

Hiring an adapted vehicle in 
Britain is becoming progres- 
sively more difficult for some 
unknown reason, and Hertz is 
one of the latest to show reluc- 
tance in the field. 

Trevor Pollitt, managing 
director of Wheelchair Travel, 
is aman who knows, cares and 
understands what is needed. 
Wheelchair Travel vehicles are 
permanently adapted to hand 
controls and all have 
automatic transmission. They 
range in size from a basic 
hatch to a Vauxhall Carlton, 
but surely the most 
enterprising is the self-drive 
mini-bus. Like the car fleet, it 
has automatic transmission, 
power-assisted steering and 
hand controls, and is fitted 
with lift and wheelchair 
clamping too. 

It’s a very attractive 
proposition for the disabled 
holidaymaker or for those who 
may wish to travel as a small 
group while keeping their 
independence. It is almost 
certainly unique in Europe 
(unless, you, dear readers, 

Continued on page 13 
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know better!) Airport collec- 
tion/delivery, etc. is available. 
Wheelchair Travel, tel: (01483) 
233640. 


Lynx link 

Still on the subject of car hire, 
Eurocar/Eurodollar have linked 
up with Lynx Controls to pro- 
vide self-drive disabled hire 
potential. The controls are in 
kit-form and can be fitted and 
removed in minutes. However, 
they are not as easy to drive as 
more conventional controls. 
Lynx Hand Controls, tel: 
(01695) 573816. 


Ball of tricks 

Brian Page is now able to offer 
no less than 15-way switching 
on “the World’s Most Intelli- 
gent Steering Ball”. This is an 
infra-red switching system 
which enables a motorist with 
one arm to operate all the car’s 
equipment. It looks a bit com- 
plex and I wonder just how 
many could really master all 
these functions from one box, 
but the potential is tremendous 
and the reliability of Brian’s 
products is renowned. He also 
hopes to bring in a new ver- 
sion of an automatic clutch 
system shortly. Brian Page 
Controls, tel: (01784) 435850. 


Go karting? 
Those preferring more sedate 
transport could find the KC 
Mobility Case Digger a mite 
too slow perhaps, but the kart 
track was pretty exciting. A 
range of vehicles from basic 
Fiats to classy Volvos awaited 
the driving licence holders seek- 
ing to try out their dream mod- 
els, while the really adventurous 
could opt for the skid pan 
where an automatic Ford com- 
plete with hand controls 
offered first-hand experience at 
what skidding can (or cannot) 
do for your nerves... 
Off-roaders have MAVIS and 
Subaru to thank for the 
provision of an Impreza 
automatic with Kempf controls 


The adapted Subaru Impreza 1.8 GL with Kempf controls and wheelchair loader 


and wheelchair loader. This 
vehicle will continue to be 
available from MAVIS for the 
foreseeable future. MAVIS, tel: 
(01344) 770456. 

There were pedal kits for 
shorter drivers, swivelling 
seats, wheelchair lifts and even 
working examples of a caravan 
step lift. 


Scholarship launch 
Lifestyle, the magazine for 
Motability users, and the NFC 
Foundation have launched the 
Young Disabled Drivers Schol- 
arship, offering 16-24-year-old 
disabled people the chance to 
learn to drive. For an applica- 
tion pack, write to 
Lifestyle/ NFC Young Disabled 
Drivers Scholarship, Motabil- 
ity Grants Department, Gate 
House, Westgate, Harlow, 
Essex CM20 1HR. 


Cheers from Moscow 
All the main disability motor- 
ing organisations were repre- 
sented. So too were the AA 
(who helped organise the 
show) and the RAC. But where 
was National Breakdown? Vis- 
itors came from many coun- 
tries, and I met people from 
France, Hong Kong, Eire and 
Italy, plus, of course, members 
of the Moscow Disabled 
Motorists’ Club who were 
much in evidence throughout. 
They asked me to pass on 


Mike Rogers of the British Motorsports Association and the 
£500,000 McLaren F1 Supercar he took for a spin, the first disabled 
person to do so. “The car is made of carbon fibre and so is my arti- 
ficial leg,” he said. “It was on that basis that I persuaded McLaren 
to let me have a go. I was a bit nervous. The car’s worth half a mil- 
lion, after all, and I didn’t want to bump it.” 


their thanks to everyone for 
the hospitality they were 
shown, and also to those who 
donated unwanted adaptations 
for cars. We have enough 
equipment to adapt seven cars. 


And finally... 
After three days I candidly 
admit to not having visited all 


(fg WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBLE 


VOLKSWAGEN 


© Secure a NEW VW LIFELINE 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
FAMILY VEHICLE from Simpsons. 

© 1.9 DIESEL ENGINE fitted with 
Power Assisted Steering. 

© Complete with Ramp and 
Wheelchair fittings. 

© Contact ANDREW BELL 
for details. 

© WE BUY ALL MAKES OF 


© Part-Exchange welcome. 


DN subscriptions staff Helen Cr 


FREE MOBILE 


for driver or passengers to keep 
in touch. (Subject to status). 


MAKE SURE IT’S 


the stands, and thereby not 
having seen everything. Maybe 
I can catch up next year? 

Ann Frye, head of the 
Department of Transport’s 
Mobility Unit, agrees there’s a 
clear need for an annual event. 


She said: “I would love to do it 
— it’s a question of funding 
and resources.” 


ow, Karen Bresloff and Gayle 
Mooney getting ready for the doors to open on our stand at the 
show. “There was a very positive atmosphere,” said Karen. 


Conference 
breaks records 


“Ideas into Action”, the 7th 
International Conference on 
Mobility and Transport, 
attracted 350 delegates from 
40 countries, 80 per cent of 
them from outside the UK. 

Overlapping the Roadshow, 
delegates could see a range of 
technologies and then work 
towards establishing 
international standards and 
codes of good practice. 

Transport Secretary Sir 
George Young said the issues 
“are in no sense marginal. 
They are absolutely central to 
transport — and indeed 
economic and social — policy 
worldwide. 

“With an inevitable strong 
correlation between age and 
disability, we must address 
urgently the need for 
independent mobility.” 

It was time to empower 
disabled people, he said, and 
pointed to the Government’s 
anti-discrimination bill which 
would have “detailed 
provision” to ensure all new 
transport systems and vehicles 
are fully accessible. 

Roy Thompson, disability 
consultant for the AA until 
recently, said: “The message 
from the conference is one of 
providing mobility for 
everyone, everywhere. People 
have now got to go back to 
their governments and take 
the message that it can be 
done.” 


ON LW 


£18 


14° 
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MONTH 
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ON THE ROAD PRICE 


CASH PRICE 
13 DEPOSIT 
FINANCED 


CHARGES £5,469.76 
TOTAL £21,017.76 
ADMINISTRATION COSTS £52.00 
TOTAL PAYABLE £21,069.76 


*84 MONTHLY PAYMENTS £189.14 
A.P.R. 13.9% (Subject to status) ole 


W 
Stele" aE Simpsons Abporability 


SPECIALIZED VEHICLES APPROVED DEALER 


£15,548 


£5,130 


£10,418 


Cooke Rd., South Lowestoft Industrial Estate, LOWESTOFT, Suffolk NR33 7NA. Tel: (01502) 516831 
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Well worth ti 


ride 


Rob Jackson checks out the other side of the Mobility Roadshow — the wheelchairs 


On a day when the rail network 
was at a standstill, it seemed 
everyone had come to the 
Mobility Roadshow in prefer- 
ence to struggling to work. 
30,000 visitors poured in on the 
first day. 

Once inside, solid walled 
tents, excellent flooring and 
gently inclined, concrete ramps 
all contributed to an impression 
of permanence. Considerable 
effort had been made to 
accommodate disabled people. 
In the refreshments tent, there 
was lots of space and the 
serving counters were the right 
height for wheelchair users. 

Not knowing quite where to 
start, my eye was drawn to the 
deep blue, off-road vehicle with 
a mean look. Fat black tyres 
and a wide wheelspan spelt 
safety and fun. This was Para- 


magic, a three-wheel golf buggy 


integrating the electrically 
powered LEVO wheelchair 
seat. Its manufacturer, Austrian 
Golf Car Industries, was 
looking for a UK distributor. 

Para-magic will be of 
particular interest to people 
whose legs will load-bear, who 
enjoy the outdoor life, golf or 
even serious gardening. 

Priced at over £9,500 for the 
buggy alone, or £15,000 for the 
buggy with LEVO, it’s not 
cheap, but could well attract 
golf and angling clubs with 
spinally-injured members, and 
country estates hoping to 


LMD from Dan Medica: a seat elevation of up to 50cm 


attract disabled visitors. 
Austrian Golf Car Industries, 
tel: 010- 43-316 39 31 06. 
LEVO stand-up wheelchairs 
start at £3,800 and are 
distributed in the UK by 
Raymar. Tel: (01491) 578446. 
A few stands featured high 
quality products from other 
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European countries. 

Dan Medica from Worsley in 
Manchester specialises in 
Danish and Dutch imports and 
is hoping to establish 
showrooms and a maintenance 
facility there. The top-of-the- 
range wheelchair from Ligtvoet 
Products — ligtvoet means light- 
foot in Dutch — is the LMD 
with height adjustment. 

The LMD has fully 
independent all-round 
suspension and a seat which 
lifts impressively high. It is an 
indoor-outdoor home and 
office machine and may attract 
Employment Department (ED) 
purchasers through the Access 
to Work scheme. 


It is easy to underestimate the 
value of seat height adjustment. 
When a colleague of mine first 
persuaded the ED to provide 
him with an elevating 
wheelchair, the change was 
dramatic. Suddenly, those 
stand-up corridor meetings 
where, as everybody knows, the 
real business is transacted, 
included him. 

The LMD with height 
adjustment is among the best 
engineered products with this 
facility on the market. There 
are powered elevating leg rests, 
safety features, a fully 
adjustable seat and seating 
systems for children. Costs 
“around £7-7,500”. Dan 
Medica, tel: 0161-790 6346. 

Another impressive power 
chair from Aldersley Battery 
Chairs Limited is the Excel 
Powerchair, with an incredible 
carrying capacity of 35 stone — 
guaranteed. 

The eye-catching all terrain 
driving wheels with 
independent springs and shock 
absorbers will see this vehicle at 
home on most surfaces. 

Understandably, the Excel is a 
large chair, primarily intended 
for outdoor use. 

The manufacturers test them 
on a 1:4 slope but admit that 
very heavy users would need to 
be more circumspect about hill- 
climbing. I can imagine it in use 
at the county show, visiting a 
garden, or at EuroDisney, 
where it apparently ran all day 
without recharging. 

Aldersley engineer each chair 
to suit individual customers so 
for the price of £4,000 you get 
your own bespoke version. 
Aldersley Battery Chairs 
Limited, tel: 0121-520 6942. 

Catering for people with 
severe postural difficulties, the 
Sapphire Seating System 


MOTOR INSURANCE 


WE SPECIALISE IN MOTOR INSURANCE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


¢ “Low cost” instalment scheme 


¢ Instant cover available 


appeared about two years ago 
and won a BSTA/DLF Design 
Award for innovation. 

I suspect that the world is 
only just ready for this product. 
Its unique “saddle” seat looks 
unusual, but increases the area 
of contact with the seat, giving 
users greater opportunity for 
body control. It is very 
comfortable to sit in and gives a 
real feeling of security. 

Sapphire is now available in 
powered children and adult 
versions. 

On show for the first time was 
the Sapphire Sprint — the 
Sapphire seating system for a 
young person’s self-propelled 
sports wheelchair. Each one is 
hand built and, at £1,300, 
highly competitive. 

The new powered Sapphire 
will cost £3,350 for the 
children’s and £2,950 for the 
adult version. Sapphire Seating 
Systems are manufactured by 
Ariadne (Malvern) Ltd, tel: 
(01905) 350671. 

Newton Products — the 
manufacturing wing of Scope — 
were using Crowthorne to 
launch the Regal, a new 
indoor/outdoor powered 
wheelchair at the competitive 
price of around £2,000. 

Regal is a traditional-looking 
powered wheelchair with a 
touch of class provided by deep 
blue upholstery and 
“hammered finish”, It is 
available as a user-controlled, 


Excel: can carry 35 stone 


attendant-controlled or dual- 
controlled chair, and will climb 
a kerb up to 4in. Newton 
Products, tel: 0121-785 0355. 

Also worth a quick mention 
was a newish Roho called 
Enhancer which still further 
reduces pressure under the legs 
and sacrum. Raymar, tel: 
(01491) 578446. 

Another notable was 
Kerbhopper from Technotrak, 
a highly portable lightweight 
ramp. Standard costs £82 plus 
VAT, large costs £122 plus VAT. 
Technotrak, tel: (01202) 
632894. 

This is the best exhibition of 


don 


The ‘Royale’ is a new addition to the Newton range of powered 
wheelchairs. The compact and easily foldable design of the 
wheelchair is equally at home indoors and with 200mm castors, 
rear wheel traction and kerbclimber, outdoors. The Royale's high 
manouverability, smooth comfortable ride and high specification 
sets a new standard in its class. Additional seating options are 
available to upgrade this wheelchair to even higher standards. 
Return the coupon below to Newton Products 

Garretts Green Lane Birmingham B33 OSQ for further details: 


DN 8/95 £ 


¢ Special low rates for lady drivers 

¢ Computerised quotations 

¢ Introductory/two-car discounts 

¢ Established over 30 years 

¢ Special rates for home insurance’ 

¢ All other types of insurance transacted 


CALL TODAY FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
AND HELPFUL SERVICE 


Direct QUOTE HOTLINE 
@ 0181-958 4166 


CHARTWELL INSURANCE 9 ‘( = 


CHARTWELL HOUSE, 292 HALE LANE jd | es 
EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX HA8 8NP Lsmers 


equipment I’ve ever been to — 
individual exhibitors may still 
have difficulties directing their 
marketing at the real users, but 
the organisers should be 
congratulated for recognising 
who it’s all really for. 

If you’ve never been, don’t 
miss 1997! 


Rob Jackson is director of the 
Derbyshire Centre for Inte- 
grated Living. 


Address 


OR CALL THE SALES HOTLINE: 0121-785 0355/6 
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Fighting for students’ rights 


Helen Garrod talks to Tim Russell about her plans to improve the lives of disabled students 


Helen Garrod made history in 
July when she became the first 
wheelchair user to join the 
National Union of Students 
(NUS) national executive coun- 
cil. 

She was elected at an NUS con- 
ference in March and has been 
given primary responsibility to 
develop the work the union does 
for disabled students. 

“It’s a big challenge, but ’'m 
really looking forward to it,” 
said the 24-year-old graduate, 
as she squeezed her electric 
wheelchair into a cramped 
office at the NUS London head- 
quarters. 

Years of experience have made 
Helen an expert at manoeuver- 
ing her chair around tight cor- 
ners. This is just as well because 
the Holloway Road headquar- 
ters leaves a lot to be desired. 
The corridors are too narrow, 
the doorways too tight and the 
rooms cramped. 

“The building is far from 
ideal,”said Helen. “But I’m used 
to it. Many offices are so badly 
designed it would be easier to get 
round an obstacle course.” 

Helen is a quietly spoken, 
determined woman who knows 
exactly what she wants. 

“T joined the NUS because I 
wanted to improve things. 
There must be more access to 
further and higher education 
for all disabled students. 

“Colleges and universities 
should be legally obliged to 
make all their facilities accessi- 
ble for everyone.” 

Helen was born in Essex and 
went to Lord Mayor Treloar 
School. 

“Being at a special school is 
rather artificial because you 
only meet disabled children. I 
was a boarder there for seven 
years and missed my family. 

“T would much rather have 
gone to a mainstream school 
because I’d have met a wider 
variety of people.” 

Helen did well in her A levels 
and her parents, who are both 
teachers, encouraged her to go 
to university. 

“T was very keen to take a 
degree in history and politics 
and was delighted when I was 
accepted by Nottingham Uni- 
versity. 

“It was a big move and quite 
worrying at first as I had been 
used to having 24-hour care 
while at school.” 

Helen was helped by a carer 
during her first term, but soon 
realised she could look after 
herself. “Fortunately I met a lot 
of new friends and coped really 
well. I joined the NUS and 
became interested in disability 
issues. 


Quietly determined: Helen Garrod is pushing for change Tim RusseLL 


“It was a very exciting time 
for me. I went to my first Stu- 
dents with Disabilities confer- 
ence in 1991, joined the East 
Midlands Students with Dis- 
abilities Forum and became 


union secretary at Notting- 
ham.” 

Helen had few access prob- 
lems while at university, but 
there were occasions when she 
had to push for change. 


THE 


CGIVSY 


FROM CAREHOUSE 


The Gypsy is an attractive and 
robust electrically powered 
wheelchair that can be used 

outdoors and indoors in comfort 

and safety. Its well engineered 

components are designed to 

dismantle and reassemble with 
ease and without tools. 


COMPLETE WITH KERB CLIMBER 
¢ 


BREAKS DOWN EASILY INTO 
MANAGEABLE PARTS 
¢ 
NO HEAVY LIFTING 
o 
FITS INTO THE SMALLEST 
OF CAR BOOTS 
° 
VERY COMFORTABLE AND 
EASY TO USE 
° 
ATTRACTIVELY FINISHED IN 
TEAL BLUE 


ROAM FREELY WITH A CYISY 


Designer Disabled Appliances Limited, Freepost WA1657, Widnes, Cheshire. WA8 6BR 


ADDRESS 


eee POSTCODE? |... 


For full information on the GYPSY and other Carehouse products to aid independent 
living, please return this coupon FREEPOST to the above address, or alternatively, Oust 
please telephone us on 0151 420 3547, or fax us on O15! 420 6107 


“Staff at Nottingham were 
always willing to listen and 
help me, but everything was 
slowed down by red tape and 
bureaucracy. It took absolutely 
ages to get anything done.” 

She believes colleges and uni- 
versities should be doing much 
more to help disabled students. 

“The situation would be 
improved if the Government 
increased the maximum level 
of Disabled Students’ 
Allowance because it no 
longer covers the cost of pay- 
ing for support services, such 
as interpreters.” 

Helen also thinks all college 
and university staff should go 
on disability awareness 
courses. “There is still a lot of 
discrimination, especially 
from admission officers who 
often underestimate what a 
disabled person can do.” 

Helen is pleased that the 
NUS has begun taking a keen 
interest in disability issues. 

“There has been a real 
change in attitude. For exam- 
ple, there were several motions 
on civil rights and access given 
priority at our last annual 
conference.” 

Her union supports the cam- 
paign for comprehensive anti- 
discrimination legislation. “The 
Government’s Disability Dis- 
crimination Bill is totally inade- 


quate. We need civil rights legis- 
lation which would outlaw dis- 
crimination in education.” 
Since graduating last year, 
Helen has taken a postgradu- 
ate course in Critical Theory 
but she now intends to devote 
all her time to union work. 
“The post is what I make of it. 
I’ve got a lot of ideas, such as 
setting up regional groups of 
disabled students, and I’m look- 
ing forward to the challenge.” 


“| joined the NUS to 
improve things. 
There must be 
more access to 
further and higher 
education for all 
disabled students.” 


A Nottingham students union 
spokesperson said: “Helen is 
very dedicated and enthusiastic. 
She will do a fine job. in fighting 
for the rights of disabled people” 

Sophie Collette of SKILL said: 
“Helen’s appointment is a real 
breakthrough for disabled peo- 
ple. She is a very hard-working 
and quick-witted person who 
will make a lasting impression. I 
am sure she will do a good job 
for disabled students and could 
become the union’s first dis- 
abled president.” 


BakKare Beds 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, 
PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH. Tel: 01 752 34 22 22 


BaKare are the distributors of the unique VOLKER 2080E — 
probably the best Home Nursing Bed on the market — this is 
a touch button hi-lo multi functional bed that looks like a 
stylish piece of furniture — not like a hospital bed! 


BaKare Motorised adjustable Beds from £600. 
Send for free no obligation leaflets & Price List. 


BaKare — a name for Comfort & Price! 


C nd European Nursing Agency 
a 


Specialists in providing live in 
carers for disabled people 


Based in Hertfordshire, the European Nursing Agency can provide live 
in carers and Nurses throughout the UK. 


We are dedicated to placing the most suitable carer to meet your needs 
and fit in with your own personal lifestyle. 


From as little as one weekend to a long term commitment we would love 
to help you out. 
Give Clare a call on: 


St Albans (01727) 840370 


Professional Care With The Personal Touch 
Licensed by the Local Authority and Department of Employment 
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Sun and fun at 
number one 


Blackpool Beach is tops for tourists, but is 
it any good for disabled people? 


disabled drivers. 

Inside the park, Lynn found it 
had been designed for 
wheelchair users. “Throughout 
the pleasure beach there are 
ramps, which means that no 
part of the fair is off limits. 
Everything was on the level 
and we had plenty of space.” 

Wheelchairs have also been 
considered in the design of 
some of the attractions. The 
Pleasure Beach Express, a 1933 


If you’re looking for excitement 
and you like to flirt with fear, 
Blackpool Pleasure Beach is the 
place for you. Spanning 42 
acres and boasting 140 rides 
and attractions, including the 
world’s tallest and fastest 
rollercoaster, it’s the UK’s 
answer to EuroDisney. 

According to the British 
Tourist Authority, it was the 
most visited tourist attraction 
in the UK in 1994. But is it 
accessible to everyone? 

Lynn Buchanan’s son Alex, 
eight, has Sturge-Weber 
syndrome and is a wheelchair 
user. Lynn, a regular visitor to 
Blackpool, normally avoids the 
pleasure beach because of the 
crowds. 

She took Alex and twin sister 
Chloe along and was pleasantly 
surprised on the day. “It was 
much better than I anticipated. 
Everything was really easy and 
the weather was beautiful.” 

Parking is free for orange 
badge holders. When Lynn 
arrived she found a cone 
blocking each space. 

“An attendant came over 
immediately to ask if we 
needed any help and 
apologised for the cones.” 

They were there to make sure 
the spaces were kept clear for 


Twin peeks: Alex and Chloe 
enjoying all the fun of the fair 


There’s a lot to discover 
about Lee Valley Park - 
like it’s not really 
a park at all. More a 
treasure trove of things 
to do and fun to be had. 
Find out for yourself 
through Discovery '95, 
a series of events 
throughout the year 
where you can 
come and try 
what's on offer. 


For further details 
telephone the Lee Valley 
Information Line 


(01992) 700766 


LEE VALLEY 
PARK 


Sponsored by 
National Westminster Bank 


miniature railway, has separate 
access for wheelchair users. 
The Beaver Creek Theme 
Park is an area of smaller rides 
and attractions for young 
children. There are ramps to 
most of the rides, but some of 
them were fairly steep and 
Lynn found it hard work 
pushing the wheelchair up 
them. She also had to lift Alex 
on to most of the rides herself. 
Although Alex could go ona 
lot of rides, there were some 
that involved climbing a flight 
of stairs. These include the 
infamous Revolution, a white- 
knuckle ride to end them all. 


Happy to help 
Despite this, Lynn found the 
staff very accommodating. 
“The attendants didn’t mind 
me bringing the wheelchair 
right up to the rides. The mini 
rollercoaster had a ramp up to 
it, but steps at the end. I asked 
if we could get off the same 
side we got on. The operator 
said this was not a problem.” 
Taking a family out for the 
day is a sure fire way to whet 
your appetite. The pleasure 
beach has plenty of restaurants 
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Tooth or dare: Alex and Chloe come face to face with one of the 
residents of Beaver Creek, an area designed for young children. 


“How would you like to have a 
go at surfing?” A tempting 
offer, I’m sure you'll agree. 

I pictured the scene. Suddenly 
there I was, standing on an 
impossibly small board, feet 
planted as steady and sure as if 
they had taken root, crouched 
low like the Silver Surfer, a speck 
of humanity riding a massive 
Hawaiian breaker. Straight out 
of the Old Spice ad. 

So my immediate response 
was “yes please”. Afterwards, 
I reflected upon my decision. I 
would hardly describe myself 


LYNN BUCHANAN 


selling anything from burgers 
and chips to an a la carte menu. 

Again, Lynn did not have any 
trouble with Alex’s wheelchair. 
“The café adjacent to the car 
park was easily accessible. We 
had no problem moving a chair 
to push the wheelchair up to the 
table.” All the restaurants they 
looked at were on the level. 

Lynn’s one complaint was the 
toilet facilities. Although there 
were plenty of toilets with 
special facilities, there was only 
one solely for the use of 
disabled people. 

One doubled up as a baby 
changing room and Alex had 
to wait in a queue. Others were 
unattended and anybody was 
able to use them. 

“Tt would be better if they all 
used the RADAR key scheme 
or were controlled by an 
attendant.” Hygiene was also a 
negative factor. “They were all 
old and a bit smelly.” 

On the whole, though, Lynn 
would recommend a trip to 
Blackpool to any family. “The 
kids loved it. Alex thought it 
was wonderful. If you’re 
prepared to face the crowds it’s 
no problem.” 


as the He Man type. 
Definitely not Baywatch 
material. And, apart from 
that, didn’t you have to stand 
up on the thing? 

I have cerebral palsy and have 
tried my hand at lots of 


Disability NOW’s guide to the UK’s top ten tourist 
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Going solo: Dave Bennett hits the surf 
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‘nia dreaming 


}a curl and hang ten. Dave Bennett seeks out the ultimate wave 


rts. But I never gave surfing much 
n. 

man at Surf’s Up! Surf School 
)K, I was on my way. Just give me 
y pack a wet suit. 

Polzeath beach in-Cornwall on a 
t afternoon. I was longing to 

the water. A bronzed, athletic 
blonde, flowing locks stepped 
extended a hand. This was Peter 
Surf’s Up. His wife Jane was 

ed, at ease and friendly. 

ol is approved by the British 
ciation. Both Peter and Jane are 
savers and BSA instructors. 

Ns Over, it was time to suit up 


¢s out on his own in the flying position 


‘the sea. The waves were 

se to the shore at about three feet 
a beginner. Peter paused to 

afety aspects and identify the 
board. 

y no means least, was the leash, a 
« cord attached to the rear of the 
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Where there is a 
7 blank space, visitors 
are advised to call 


: the venue to see if 
there are alternative 
6 arrangements. 
9 
This survey is 
6 based on informa- 
tion supplied by 
the attractions 
7 | themselves. DN 
has only visited 
7 Blackpool. 
5 
2 * Most visited 
| attractions in the 
| UK in 1994, British 
. Tourist Authority. 


board and is secured to the 
surfer’s ankle by a Velcro cuff. 

This not only prevents you 
from losing the board if you 
come off, it also acts as a 
buoyancy aid. 


Moment of truth 

Now the moment of truth. It 
was a real delight to feel the © 
wet sand between my toes and 
the cool, inviting embrace of 
the sea. 


Peter held the board steady as 


I climbed on. It was full-sized 
and covered with a layer of 


bright yellow foam — unlike 
many other boards I had seen 
which are hard and unyielding 
against the body. 

Position, I learned, is 
everything: centre of the board 
with the feet just over the back 
end, hands just forward of the 
shoulders, holding on. 

Peter took me out a little 
further to experience my first 
wave. This was completely 
unhurried and relaxed. He 
turned me round to face the 
shoreline. We watched the 


MIKE SULLIVAN 


It’s spiritual, dude! Dave and Peter pray for surf 


waves, assessing each as it came 
in to decide which one showed 
the most promise. 

Eventually we saw a good 
wave. I had to move to stay with 
it, otherwise it would break 
over me and I would lose the 
chance of a ride. Peter propelled 
me on and J had equal 
momentum with the wave. 

We surged forward, the 
breaker and J in a mass of 
bubbles and foam. The 
sensation of speed and power 
was exhilarating as we headed 
as one towards the beach. It 
was fantastic, a real buzz. 

My ride came to a premature 
end. I was not able to hold a 
straight course and capsized. 
“No problem”, grinned Peter as 
he pulled me around and out to 
sea again. “Use your body to 
steer with. If you find that you 
are too far to the left or right, 
lean in the opposite direction. 
When you are happy with the 
direction you are travelling, stay 
in the centre of the board”. 


More control 

The second run in was more 
controlled, and each successive 
ride was an improvement. I 
found that it was much easier 
to stay on the board than I had 
imagined. Now I could 
concentrate on the waves and 
my own technique. 

Up to now, Peter had been 
doing much of the legwork, 
bringing me out each time, 
allowing me to save my energy 
for the important bits and 
think about what_I had to do. 
But now I was solo, paddling 
out under my own steam and 
setting myself up for a wave. 

Out of the corner of my eye I 
could see a good wave forming. 
“Go!” shouted Peter. A quick 
burst of paddling to match the 
energy of the on-coming wave 
and then, there, done it! 

Once again I was speeding 
towards the beach. Impressed 
with my ability to stay on the 


ees 


board while still in motion, I 
decided to raise the stakes. 
Tentatively I brought both arms 
out into the flying position. 

I ploughed into the sand in 
spectacular fashion at the end 
of my run. I was forced to re- 
evaluate my thoughts and 
beliefs as to what was possible. 
I had still not come off! This 
was a serious development. I 
could get hooked. 

At my suggestion, Peter got 
the surf rescue board. Perhaps 
it would be fun to surf as a 
pair. And it was, believe me. 

It had been a thoroughly 
enjoyable introduction to the 
sport. Peter was always there, 
ready to assist, but he never got 
in the way or made a fuss. His 
relaxed and easy-going style 
inspired confidence and the 
one-to-one tuition ensured that 
I got off to the very best start. 
Me? Well, I was just grinning 
from ear to ear. 

You don’t need to have a body 
beautiful to succeed on a 
surfboard. Surfing is for 


king waves at Polzeath beach 


ws 


everyone. So get out there, soak 
up some rays, chase a few 
waves, and wake up to a whole 
new experience. 


Surf ’s Up Surf School, Valley 
Caravan Park, Old Polzeath, 
North Cornwall PL27 6SS. 
Tel: 01208 862003. A lesson 


starts at £13. 


Board games: teamwork is all 
important for a beginner 


Solarshields 


Polarised sunglasses 
for spectacle wearers 


£17.95 inc p&p 


Worn over the top of normal glasses or on their own, these 
superb glasses have top and side shields to provide maximum 
protection from bright light. They are lightweight and have flexible 
temples for comfort. The lenses are scratch resistant 

and are available with a dark grey or 


amber tint. 


| enclose my cheque/PO (no cash) for £ 


01483 268888 


made payable to DN Solarshield 


offer. Or debit my LJ Access L) Visa Card No. Expiry date 


vet et red ld lt kel Phd le a a A 
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Please send me: Solarshields @ £17.95 


Send to: DN Solarshields offer, JEM House, 
Little Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 8ND 


DNO020 


Bs Mobt e PPR 


Orders are processed within 48 hrs 
of receipt. Please allow 21-28 days 
for delivery. If you are not satisfied, 
we will refund your money if you 
return the goods undamaged 
within a week. 
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On your bike! 


Pedal power is back in fashion, says David Davies. It's 
environmentally friendly, fun, and a great way to stay in shape. 


Tandem tourists: Teacher Mike McLinden with Musa Turay, 15, who is visually impaired, at Big Sur, 
California, on their school’s mammoth cycle along the west coast of the USA. 


Cycling is enjoying a revival. A 
new generation of cycles have 
made cycling accessible to vir- 
tually everyone, including peo- 
ple with severe physical 
disabilities and learning 
disabilities. 

Purpose built bikes promote 
independence, are beneficial to 
health and have tremendous 
therapeutic value. Because 
cycling is non-polluting, it also 
allows people of all abilities to 
link their mobility with 
environmental concern. 


RESPITE CARE AND 
HOLIDAYS for severely 
physically disabled people and 
their carers at five centres. Full 
care is provided 24 hours a day 
by qualified staff and volun- 
teers. Guests can enjoy a 
change from the usual routine 


W 


WINGED 
FELLOWSHIP 


RESPITE CARE AND 
HOLIDAYS FOR 
DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


WINGED FELLOWSHIP 


A different s 


For a brochure please contact: 
The Winged Fellowship Trust, Angel House, 
20-32 Pentonville Road, London N1 9XD. 
Tel: 0171-833 2594, Fax: 0171-278 0370. 
Registered Charity No. 295072. 


Significantly, these new bikes 
are not adaptations. They are 
safe and comfortable and the 
colours, finishes and up-to-date 
looks make them more than a 
match for any new mountain 
bike. 

Stability can be taken care of 
through tricycle-type design. 
Tandem cycles, including side- 
by-side designs, provide 
opportunities for people with 
visual impairment and people 
who need to share steering and 
pedalling. 


rt of charity 


while carers can choose to join 
them or take a break elsewhere. 
Special Interest Holidays 
include Garden Tours, Sports, 
Art, Music, Craft Weeks and 
many others. More adven- 
turous holidays in the UK and 
overseas are also available. 


LINDEN LODGE SCHOOL 


Wheelchair tandems are ideal 
for people with little or no 
lower limb movement. Most 
important are the aspects of fun 
and excitement — especially the 
thrill of movement and speed. 

Pippa Griffiths-Hughes from 
London, who has restricted leg 
movement, took up cycling 
three years ago. She uses a 
Kingcycle recumbent bicycle. 
This gives the necessary 
support for her back and 
makes transfer from a 
wheelchair easy. 

“Tt is beneficial to my mind as 
well as building muscle tone,” 
she says. “It also gets my lungs 
working and gives 
independence and self-esteem. 
There is a stereotype with 
disability that says activities 
like cycling are just not 
possible.” 

A completely different kind of 
cycle is used by 13-year-old 
Sophie Cunningham. Sophie is 
visually impaired and has 
limited use of her muscles. She 
uses a side-by-side tandem 
tricycle for family outings. This 
provides exercise and the 
chance to take part in and 
enjoy a cycle ride. 

Sophie’s school, Linden Lodge 
in Wimbledon, is also cycle 
orientated. Last summer, nine 
visually impaired students aged 
13 to 18 completed a 1,850-mile 
cycle-camping journey along 
the west coast of the USA using 
tandems. 

Teacher Andre King is in no 
doubt as to the benefits. “On a 
tandem, you are able to 
communicate the whole time — 
it’s a fantastic social 
experience.” 

A popular bike is the Duet 
wheelchair tandem. This has 


the wheelchair rider in front 
with the other person pedalling 
and steering behind. , 

The hand-powered Easyrider 
easily converts to a wheelchair. 
When connected to the front- 
wheel drive hand-crank unit, 
you have a sporty trike with all 
the advantages of on-road 
mobility, speed and versatility. 

Mike Bishop, from 
Gloucester, uses a hand- 
powered trike. In 1987 he 
became the first British 
wheelchair athlete to complete 
a marathon in under two 
hours. He hopes that “hand- 
crankers will become more 
popular in Britain as people 
become aware of the 
advantages”. 

Miriam Woodland, 
Disabilities Liaison Officer for 
the Tandem club, is also a 
regular cyclist. Miriam, a below 
the knee amputee, has found 
cycling a particularly beneficial 
experience. “It is a much more 
comfortable form of exercise 
than walking. I would 
recommend it to people with 
disabilities, including 
amputees.” 

The Tandem Club gives 
advice to people with 
disabilities and is able to put 
cyclists with disabilities in 
contact with tandem cyclists 
nationwide. 

The range of cycles to match 
ability is wide. A trailer bike 


‘Cycling is beneficial to my 
mind as well as building muscle 
tone. It gets my lungs working 
and gives independence and 
self-esteem.’ 


hitches behind a conventional 
bicycle and allows the rider to 
contribute to pedalling without 
having to worry about steering. 
Single-wheeled versions are 
available for children, and two- 
wheeled trike-type versions for 
greater stability and carrying 
an adult rider. 

To get started can cost 
anything from £187 for a basic 
trailer bike to £3,150 for a top 
of the range wheelchair 
tandem. 

Make sure you have a wide 
range of gears — it is more 
beneficial to to be able to pedal 
quickly with light force than 
have to push against too high a 
gear. Seats need to be 
cushioned and the chain should 
be guarded. 

Cycle dealers who sell these 
bikes usually hire them out as 
well — make sure you get 
necessary tuition and handling 
tips before you set off. 

Once purchased, the running 
costs are incredibly low, but 
consideration needs to be given 
to storage and transporting the 
cycle. Shared cycling and family 
cycling is more likely to be a 


success if there are people 
around who are committed to 
cycling, or getting started in 
cycling. : 
If you are planning day trips, 
make sure you begin with an 
easy target. Plan your route | 
with plenty of interesting | 
places to stop. If any part of 
you starts hurting, stop straight 
away and ensure you build up 


‘distances gradually. Too much 


too soon is a common mistake 
for people new to cycling. 

The benefits and shared 
experience of cycling are now 
more accessible than ever. This 
comes at a time when the 
Government, local authorities, 
parks and leisure services are 
becoming increasingly aware of 
the advantages in promoting 
cycling facilities. Many areas 
have developed car-free 
cycleways, which will form part 
of an ambitious plan to link all 
parts of Britain with 5,000 
miles of cycle routes. 

All this, plus opportunities to 
challenge stereotypes and break 
down barriers. There is no 
better time to get pedalling. 


 * 


The hand powered Easyrider 
converts into a wheelchair 


Look out for the Lancaster 
CycleFest 95, 4-7 August. 
Fun and competition events. 
Contact Peter Cox, tel: 
(01524) 849083. 

Tandem Club Disabilities 
Liaison Officer, Miriam 
Woodland, tel: (01908) 
282485. 

London Cycling Campaign 
has recently formed a 
Disability Action Group to 
promote access to cycling in 
London for people of all 
abilities. Tel: 0171-928 7220. 
Cyclists’ Touring Club gives 
information and advice on 
cycling, tel: (01483) 417217. 
Sustrans — details of traffic 
free routes for cyclists. 
Contact 0117-926 8893. 
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Life on the open rail 


Andrew Christopher joins the crowds on a fully accessible, restored, steam railway line 


Deserted rural stations, 
immaculately kept signal 
boxes, delightful countryside, 
even a crayfish farm — these are 
some of the attractions to be 
seen on the Kent & East Sussex 


Railway, a seven-mile stretch of - 


preserved steam railway, staffed 
almost entirely by voluntees 
enthusiasts. 

The line, which runs between 
Tenterden in Kent and 
Northiam in East Sussex, also 
boasts “Petros”, a fully 
accessible and lovingly restored 
steam train carriage. 

Wheelchair users Angela 
Richardson, (accompanied by 
furry friend Bizzie Bee), James 
Carver and Eileen Tullett plus 
other residents and carers from 
the St Bridget’s Cheshire Home 
at Rustington in West Sussex 
took the train for a special day 
out in June. 

Petros has carried thousands 
of disabled passengers since its 
inauguration in 1982, as the 
Kent and East Sussex Railway’s 
contribution to the 
International Year of the 
Disabled. 

The weather was clear and 
sunny when we arrived. The 
first point to note was the 
station yard. There is ample 
parking reserved for both 
disabled drivers and 
passengers. From here all the 
main amenities are within a 
few level yards. Toilet 
facilities, shop, video theatre, 
buffet and old-fashioned print 
shop are all wheelchair 
friendly. 

From the outside, Petros 
looks like any normal carriage. 

But the double doors at the 
front of carriage open to reveal 
a built-in ramp that can be 
lowered to permit direct 
wheelchair access. 

This was a bit steep, but 
willing staff appeared as if 
from nowhere and soon zipped 
everyone aboard. 

For those who don’t use 
wheelchairs, a special set of 
shallow steps are also available. 

Inside, you really notice the 
difference. Petros does not have 
railway seats in the 
conventional sense. Instead, 
there are what can only be 
described as upholstered 
dining-room chairs. 

This means they are all 
removable, as are the tables, to 
accommodate wheelchairs. A 
quick re-arrangement of the 
furniture means there is heaps 
of room for everyone, not 
forgetting seats for those who 
do not use wheelchairs. 

There is also what must be 
the most capacious loo ever 


seen on a train. Fully-fitted, 
there’s plenty of room for a 
wheelchair user and helper. 

The Railway’s commercial 
manager Graham Hukins, 
sums up the thinking behind 
the carriage: “Wheelchair users 
can ride alongside their able- 
bodied friends and enjoy 
exactly the same vintage 
experience.” 

With everybody safely and 
comfortably aboard, the signal 
clanks up, the guard waves his 
flag, the driver toots his whistle 


Former BR guard James Carver 
chats with the ticket inspector. 
“It brought back memories.” 


abt é 
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Plenty of room for everyone: all tables and chair on Petros are removable to provide better access 


and off we chug. 

A smartly uniformed ticket 
inspector soon appears to 
check tickets. As our group 
were real railway buffs — they 
had already visited Bluebell 
Railway and Didcot — we 
soon got chatting. 

For James Carver the day was 
very special indeed. He comes 
from a family with railways in 


‘Wheelchair users can ride 
alongside their able-bodied 
friends and enjoy exactly the 
same vintage experience’ 
ESSERE aie De ea Oe See 


its blood. 

Thirty years ago, he had been 
a guard, while his brother was a 
driver and his father a head 
porter. Fittingly, the guard 
loaned James his hat. 

“Tt’s brought back memories,” 
said James. “It’s very good 
indeed, I’m thoroughly 
enjoying it.” 

The 80-minute round trip 
finished all too soon. Everyone 
had a wonderful time. “The 
staff are brilliant,” said Angela. 
“They’re not patronising.” 

“The accessibility and 
organisation here is very 
good,” commented group 


The Kent & East Sussex Railway is located on the A28 at 
Tenterden, midway between Hastings and Ashford, Kent. 
Advance reservations are strongly recommended. The fare is £6 
for adults or £5 for pre-booked parties of 12 or more. Children 
(aged 3-15) travel for £2. Trains run daily until 3 September. 


After that the service is limited to certain weekdays and every 
weekend until Christmas, (except Saturdays in November). 
Tel: (01580) 765155. 
Other accessible steam railways can be located through 
Raymond Williams, secretary of the Association of Railway 
Preservation Societies, tel: (01233) 712130. 


ANDREW CHRISTOPHER 


leader and carer Robin Green. 
“Wheelchair friendly” did not 
always mean “wheelchair 
accessible”, he added. 

“All the staff are very friendly 
and helpful. It’s good value”. 

And marks out of ten? 
“Virtually ten. My only 
complaint is that it’s not very 
well signposted from the road. 
We drove past it twice!” 

Perhaps this is not entirely 
coincidence. Sometimes the 
best things in life should be 
kept a little secret. 


Free offer to DN readers! 


Take a break with the latest edition of - 
The Which? Guide to Weekend Breaks in 


Out and about in August 
London Zoo has a ramp for 
wheelchair users in the 
Invertebrate House. At 
Chester Zoo visually 
impaired visitors are being 
offered a pack containing a 
recorded guided tour and 
braille-labelled animal out- 
lines. There is also a tactile 
map of the zoo. Kew Gar- 
den has published a large- 
print map to its attractions. 


Enjoy the Thames with the 
Richmond Boat Project. The 
group has adapted an 86ft 
Dutch barge to be fully 
accessible for disabled peo- 
ple. Journeys can take in 
Hampton Court and Wind- 
sor and Tower Bridge and St 
Katharine’s Dock. For 
details, tel: 0181-940 3509. 


Aberdulais Falls, near 
Neath, West Glamorgan 
now has an environmentally- 
friendly lift. Installed by the 
National Trust, it has won 
the Welsh regional BT 
Countryside for All Award. 
Contact the Welsh Tourist 
Board, tel: 01222 475286. 


As part of the National 
Trust’s centenary celebra- 
tions, 18th century Ickworth 
House, near Bury St 
Edmunds in Suffolk, is now 
accessible by ramp. A lift 
goes to the basement, where 
there is a restaurant and 
shops. Braille guides are also 
available. For details, tel: 
(01284) 735270. 


[3 at WHICH? GLIDE TO 
WEEKEN >| 
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Britain. \t details walking, historic, special 
interest and motor tours, all covered 
region by region. £12.99 from bookshops 
but FREE to the first six DN readers who 
write to us (address on page 2). Mark 


your entry “DN book offer’. 


SPECIALISTS IN 
WORLDWIDE 
TRAVEL 
FOR THE 
DISABLED 


or write to: 


BOOK Your 
nolicdays witin 
conricdsenee 


ATS Travel is a member of ASTA, one of 
the largest travel associations in the world. 
Furthermore, ATS Travel are retail agents for 

ATOL holders and ALL our holidays are 
FULLY BONDED 


Don't take chances 
Tel: 01708 863198 


ATS Travel, ATS House, 1 Tank Hill Road 
Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX 


MEMBER 


GP 


American society 
of Travel Agents 


Integrity in Travel 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 
Minicom: 0171-436 9914 
e-mail:dnow@d-access.demon.co.uk 


Lying about access 


I was somewhat perturbed by 
the headline in your news story 
“Hoteliers lie about access” 
(DN July). Perhaps I could 
amplify some of the comments 
attributed to me. 

While it is true that the 
Holiday Care Service can only 
afford a limited pool of 
inspectors, it must be borne in 
mind that the national tourist 
boards also inspect against the 
National Accessible Standard 
agreed in 1993. 

As a result, many hundreds of 
hotels in the UK can justifiably 
promote themselves as accessible, 
having been inspected 
specifically for that purpose. 

The setting up of the 
Hoteliers’ Forum comprising 
14 of the UK’s major hotel 
groups is a further impetus to 
improving accessibility 
amongst hotels throughout this 
country. I do not, therefore, feel 
that Mr Grover’s comments are 
representative of the hospitality 
industry as a whole. 

David Phillips 
Director 

Holiday Care Service 
Horley, Surrey 


As a wheelchair user, I am 
always careful to phone guest 
houses and hotels to check just 
what their disabled sign in the 
brochures really means. 

In spite of this precaution, I 
have been caught out twice. 

Once, access to the entrance 
also doubled as the car park 
and I couldn’t get between cars 
to the entrance. The en suite 
bathroom was two steps up 
from the bedroom. 

On another occasion, I was 
assured of access into the hotel, 
but on arrival I was confronted 
by five steps. 

The manager explained his 
description of access meant 
that members of his staff would 
lift me in my chair into the 
hotel. It was an offer I declined. 

The best two resorts I have 
found are Brighton and 
Weston-Super-Mare, not only 
for accommodation, but also 
for access to shops, public 
places of interest, and for 
dropped kerbs and provision of 
accessible toilets. There were 
friendly, helpful staff too. 

Beth Finch 
London N5 


Accessible taxis: the true position 


The letter from the Royal Asso- 
ciation for Disability and Reha- 
bilitation (DN June) does not 
make clear the true position on 
“accessible taxis”. 

If the amendment to the 
Disability Discrimination Bill is 
approved and becomes law, 
within a few years no Hackney 
Carriage would be available to 
anyone in the country in saloon 
car form. In other words, 
saloon cars will not be allowed 
to be used as taxis. 

This basic fact is, in our 


opinion, being deliberately 
avoided to ensure that disabled 
people will not object to the 
new proposals until they have 
become law. 

The repeated statement that 
this will not mean London type 
taxis is correct, but again 
misleading. Under the new law, 
all Hackney Carriage vehicles, 
ie hailable taxis, will have to be 
accessible, including wheelchair 
access in every vehicle. 

As any wheelchair accessible 
vehicle has to be higher off the 


ground than ordinary saloon 
cars, many disabled people will 
find them difficult to enter. 
Carmobility is the only swivel 
seat company who have a 180° 
swivel seat designed specifically 
with the wheelchair user in 
mind. However, thousands of 
disabled people have asked us 
to voice their concern at a 100 
per cent no saloon car taxi 
policy. 
David Gerry 
Carmobility 
Colaton Raleigh, Devon 


Insurance tactics ok | Lord gets 


With reference to your article 
about car insurers (DN July), I 
can see nothing wrong with 
insurance companies investigat- 
ing claims in the manner 
described. 

It would be naive to believe 
that a certain number of people 
who make claims are as 
incapacitated as they would 


Not so unique 


“Pioneering MS centre to 
open” (DN July) may have 
given the impression that when 
this is built in 1996 it will be 
the only such facility in the 
country. 

In fact, the UK has a network 
of 63 therapy centres providing 
for people with MS and their 
carers. 

These centres, operated as a 
registered charity by us and 
associated organisations, nearly 
all offer hyperbaric oxygen, 


have people believe. 

If no checks were made, 
insurance premiums for the 
genuinely ill and other 
vulnerable groups, such as the 
elderly, would continue to rise 
out of reach. 

Charles Robbins 
Nunthorpe 
Middlesborough 


physiotherapy, counselling and 
dietary advice. The services of 
professional continence nurses, 
speech therapists and 
reflexologists are also available 
at most locations. 

All centres will be happy to 
deal with any enquiries from 
those with the illness or their 
carers and to offer advice and 
support. 

Rex Woods 

Administrator 

The Federation of MS Therapy 
Centres 


Bedford 


it wrong 


I was appalled to read in your 
front page news story “Lord 
rebukes Motability” (DN July) 
that Lord Carter “also alluded 
to car manufacturers such as 
Honda and Renault being 
excluded from the Motability 
scheme, while others, like Ford, 
had a Motability department”. 
This, in view of the fact that 
we have achieved 2,154 
Motability contract hire/hire 
purchase sales in the year to 
date, and we are placed fifth in 
the Motability Finance Ltd 
manufacturers’ league table. 
We also have a dedicated team 
responsible for Motability, 
together with a dedicated 
helpline for customers and 
dealers. 
Caroline Chapman 
Programme Manager 
Renault UK 
Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire 


IF YOU ARE 
EXPERIENCING 
DIFFICULTIES IN 
SHOWERING OR 

BATHING, WE 
HAVE THE 
SOLUTION TO 
YOUR PROBLEM 
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Innovative Care Products 


MANUFACTURING SPECIALISTS IN 
SHOWER BASES AND ENCLOSURES FOR 
THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 


Check what we can offer you 


Free Survey 
Five year guarantee 
Full after sales service 


Wide range of products with colour choice 


66-68 Manchester Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
Via Stockport, Cheshire SK12 6RZ. 
Tel: 01298-816366 Fax: 01298 816106 


Brochure Request line 0800 716652 
Showroom Open Mon-Fri 9-5 


THE ALEXIS - 


AFFORDABLE INDEPENDENCE 


The Alexis is an elegant 
and stylish electrically 
powered wheelchair 
with many sophisticated 

features. 


It is designed to suit the 
needs of individuals who 
wish to be independent. 


COMFORTABLE BACK AND 
NECK SUPPORT 
¢ 
OUTSTANDING 
MANOEUVRABILITY 
o 
VARIABLE RECLINING SEAT; 
AVAILABLE MANUALLY 
OR ELECTRICALLY 
¢ 
MANUAL OR ELECTRICALLY 
ELEVATING FOOTRESTS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 
¢ 
LOW CENTRE OF GRAVITY 
¢ 


STABILITY AND STRENGTH 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: TEL: 


Designer Disabled Appliances Limited, Freepost WAI657, Widnes, Cheshire. WA8 6BR 


ee eee eee 
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For full information on the ALEXIS and our new 2,000 sq ft showroom displaying products to aid 
independent living, please return this coupon FREEPOST to the above address, or alternatively, 
please telephone us on 0151 420 3547, or fax us on 0151 420 6107 
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No free love 


This year’s Gay Pride festival 
and march in June had top 
notch facilities for disabled peo- 
ple: an elevated mini stage for 
wheelchair users, two signers 
signing speech and lyrics, and 
magnified signing too. A far cry 
from the Glastonbury Music 
Festival, where the organisers 
might never have heard of 
wheelchair users. Not only was 
DN’s reviewer Mik Scarlet asked 
to pay £60 for his ticket, but they 
wanted his enabler to pay too. 


Off side research 

BA student Andrew Dick found 
that disabled people are “most 
comfortable” being called “dis- 
abled”. “What they seem to want, 
much more than any new names, 
is to be treated normally by oth- 
ers.” New names get degraded, 
he says in his thesis, and changing 
them stops disabled people hav- 
ing an identity and a banner to 
rally round. “This might explain 
the willingness to return to dis- 
credited phrases like ‘cripple.’” 


a 
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Arts 21 


Gatie Sitting images of the world 


Graham Bool 
— Ea ee ea 


In Sitting Images of the World 
(Grosvenor House Hotel, Lon- 

don, until 17 July), David Con- 

_stantine, photographer and 

director of the charity Motiva- 
tion, put together a display of 
the highest standards, depict- 
ing some of the beautiful and 
devastating scenes he has come 
across during his work. 

Motivation designs and sets 
up production of low-cost 
wheelchairs all over the world, 
helping disabled people achieve 
maximum independence by 
giving them the right 
wheelchair for their condition 
and the environment. 

David was left quadriplegic 
by a diving accident when he 
was 21, so the equipment he 
uses has been specially 
adapted. His images are both 
haunting and humorous, 
candid and technical. The 
standard never falls. From the 
tragic ex-South Vietnamese 
soldier to the happy smiling 
faces of the recipients of brand 
new, life-changing equipment, 
or from the awesome landscape 
of “Storm over Moma Tomba” 


“You cannot be anything other than impressed by David’s eye for a picture.” 


to the moving scene of a young 
Bangladeshi son feeding his 
quadriplegic father, you cannot 
be anything other than 
impressed by David’s eye for a 
picture and attention to detail. 
Amongst the “real life” 
photos there are also what I 


call the “product” shots. The 
fascinating thing about these is 
that even though the equipment 
available to David whilst 
travelling must have been rather 
limited, by choosing his 
location so carefully, making 
use of reflected light/shade and 


DAVID CONSTANTINE 


natural textures, he has 
produced a stylish set of 
photographs worthy of its own 
portfolio. 


Motivation hopes to re-stage 
the exhibition in London in 
November. Tel: 0171-278 0259. 


Michael Turner 


When Billy 
Broke His 
Head...and 
Other Tales of 
Wonder is an Z 
award-winning, 
autobiographi- 
cal documentary telling the 
story of writer-director Billy 
Golfus and how his life has 
changed since he became dis- 
abled in a motorcycle accident. 
Golfus was in Britain for a 
recent season of disability films 
at the Watershed Arts Centre in 
Bristol, giving me an 
opportunity to talk to a very 
rare bird —a disabled director. 
The film started out as a class 
project for a video course. 
“The teacher didn’t take me 
seriously at first, but then he 
pushed me to apply for a grant 
and we ended up with £137,000 
to spend on the film.” 
Stylistically, the film starts 
with a bang. Shots of Golfus 
driving along the highway are 
skilfully edited with scenes 
from the civil rights 
demonstration that he is 
driving to. He delivers the 
voiceover in Bogart-esque 
tones, his wry commentary 
giving it irony, awe and a real 
sense of his character. 
There are two sides to the 
“wonder” in the title. The first 
is Golfus’ astonishment at the 


way America treats disabled 
people. The other, positive, side 
is the many disabled people 
portrayed. There are interviews 
with leading members of the 
US disability movement 
(several of whom have since 
died) and others who have 
simply impressed Golfus. As a 
newly disabled person, Golfus 
is sincerely impressed by his 
new peer-group, and it is 
refreshing to see the successful 
combination of the social 
model of disability with a 
recognition that we all 
experience physical limitations. 


Billy Golfus: the wonder years 


It is this perspective that gives 
the film real strength. His grasp 
of disability issues is strong, 
but he always shows the 
personal experiences that 
underlie them. 

Based on the success of the 
film, Golfus has big plans for 
the future. He is about to start 
work on the script for his next 
film, Sex and the Single Gimp, 
but if Spielberg should call... 


*£25 from Jane Balfour Films, 
Burgley House, 35 Fortess 
Road, London NW5 1AD. 


Andrew Davies 


Take note 


Take Note disability music fes- 
tival brought London’s Union 
Chapel alive in July with the 
sounds of Ian Stanton, The 
Useless Eaters, Claire Graydon 
James, Genie Cosmas and oth- 
ers. As well as the music, there 
were workshops on perfor- 
mance, and discussions on 
access to venues and the 
demeaning representation of 
disability in the music press. 
The festival exploded into 
action with Johnny Crescendo, 
the Bob Dylan of the disability 
movement, doing a pacy set on 
guitar and harmonica. He sang 
with great passion and the 
audience appreciated it. His 


Video top five 


1. THE SPECIALIST (Warner) 
Sylvestor Stallone, Sharon 


Stone and lots of bangs. oO 


2. SHALLOW GRAVE (Poly- 
gram)A flatmate’s death and a 
moral dilemma. (N) 


3. JUNIOR (CIC) Arnie and de 


Vito explore motherhood, 


apple pie, etc. | 


4. RESERVOIR DOGS (Poly- 
gram) Bodies and blood galore 


songs related the disability 
experience with truth and 
understanding, something 
lacking in the music press 
when they use expressions like 
“Mong dancing” and call it 
humour. 

Mark Rowland was up next, 
playing electric keyboards with 
occasional accompaniment on 
cello and viola. His neo- 
classical electric rock was 
haunting, very atmospheric, 
and well received. 

I’m not too keen on jazz, but 
I really enjoyed the 
performance by Reg Webb, a 
jazz blues vocalist and 
keyboard player. The audience 
felt the same, cheering him off 
then back again. 

I left the festival with the 
Kenyan rhythms of Super 
Disken ringing in my ears. The 
organisers at Shape London 
did a great job. 1 have never 
been to a gig before where all 
the bands have been so good. 


in Tarantino’s cult shocker. (N) 


5. FORREST GUMP (CIC) The 
film that’s like a box of oO 
chocolates - makes you 

sick. 


Look out for 


Edinburgh Festival and Fringe, 
13 August-2 September. Festi- 
val, tel: 0131 226 4001. Fringe, 
tel: 0131 226 5257. 


Young Disabled People’s Per- 
forming Arts Fest, 16-21 Octo- 
ber, London. Tel: 0181 741 7458. 


Television 


Chris Davies 


There is no 
doubting the 
importance of 
showing a main- 
stream audience | 
that discrimina- | 
tion against dis- 

abled people on the grounds of 
impairment exists. Judging by 
the letters and phone calls, and 
contrary to my initial reaction 
(DN, July), The Invisible Wall 
got a good audience, thereby 
bringing its subject to many 
people who never previously 
gave it a thought. 

The ends, then, have been 
justified. But what about the 
hidden camera means? Unless 
you strike lucky and are able to 
record a spontaneous example 
of discrimination as it 
happens, the best you can do is 
to discuss it after the event, 
recreate it, or stage something 
to prove the point. 

The programme on 
transport, for example, 
featured a wheelchair user 
visiting a renovated 
underground station in the 
hope that it had been made 
accessible. It hadn’t. A valid 
point, but in real life wouldn’t 
someone have rung up first to 
find out whether the place was 
accessible? 

The answer is simple: the visit 
was done simply for the 
programme. 

I have also received a long 
letter from the University of 
East London, featured in the 
series. It claims that what was 
apparently an interview that 
resulted in the rejection of a 
disabled person from a course, 
was really a discussion on 
making the course more 
accessible. 

As DN went to press, the 
university was still considering 
whether to make a complaint 
to the Broadcasting 
Complaints Commission. 

There will be a second series 
of Invisible Wall next year. 

From the same stable comes 
Over the Edge, six 30-minute 
documentaries. “Desperate 
Dan” (BBC2, 28 June), was a 
well made and interesting look 
at the people and planning 
behind the activities of Direct 
Action Network. “Different 
Worlds, Shared Voices” (5 
July), featured an exchange of 
video letters between disabled 
people in Norwich and Fiji. 
The result focussed mainly on 
Fiji, and justifiably so. 

Over the Edge has one major 
difficulty: so far, each 
programme has started at 
11.35pm. 

It could be worse — the 
programmes I made for BBC 
Select were shown at 5.4S5am. 
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Kits for kids 


For the first time, I visited 
Naidex in the North 
(Doncaster, 14-15 June) and 
enjoyed the informal, friendly 
atmosphere and the easy access 
by road. 

Symmetrikit has produced a 
school symmetry kit as an aid to 
postural management in the 
classroom. Based upon the 
multi-variable armchair, it 


oe 
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provides sitting, reclining, side- 
lying, supine crook lying, prone 
angle sitting, postural drainage 
and prone lying positions. 

I see many situations where 
movement abilities can be 
enhanced by using several 
different positions. This is only 
possible if the equipment is __ 
compatible with room size. 

The kit is available with a 
brightly patterned quilt or can 
be used with wipe-down 
upholstery. Symmetrikit, tel: 


Class act: Symmetrikit’s school symmetry kit gives classroom support 


{11} angar International 


d on your back? 


DON'T BE! 


Lift yourself up 


With the iilfangar Pillow Lift 


FITS ABOVE OR 
BELOW 
YOUR MATTRESS - 
GENTLE TO USE 
QUIET MOVEMENT 
TRY OUR FREE 
DEMONSTRATION 
NO OBLIGATION 


These products are part of the Mangar Intermodular lifting system 
designed, distributed and serviced nationwide by Mangar International 


ons 
| 


Name 


would like a free Brochure fa A free Demonstration [ rxzye'l 


Position 


Contact: Sales Dept. Mangar International, 


Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
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Tel: 01544 267674 Fax: 01544 260287 


Free to do what you 


What’s new for kids, your bathroom, home and mobility? DN sent 


Tramn OM TAT 


(01827) 69992. 

Kirton Paediatric Products 
(KPP), tel: (01440) 705352, has 
now produced their adjustable, 
“growing first” Infant Persona 
armchair (for two- to six-year- 
olds). 

It offers differing and 
supportive positions, through 
changing backrest angle and 
“tilt-in-space”. 

The split headrest wings move 
independently to ensure correct 
head position and shoulder 
support. I would like to see this 
option on the larger Persona. 

A second new product from 
KPP is the midline vest. It 
supplies support in the midline 
to those with low muscle tone 
in the trunk, and can be used in 
a variety of seating — anywhere 
where the straps will fit around 
the chair back. 

The fabric is “breathable”, 
easy to clean and has a pleasant 
feel, which is important for a 
child’s co-operation. There is a 
widespread bib attachment. 
Available in three sizes to fit 12 
to 34 ins chest (300-850mm). 

Jane Joester 
Jane Joester is therapy co-ordi- 
nator at Scope’s Meldreth 
Manor School. 


Bathing on 
your own 


On the bathroom front, I -was 
pleased to see manufacturers are 
now promoting independence. 

Equipment focuses on either 
eliminating the need for a carer, 
or reducing the amount of 
support a carer needs to provide. 

In the long term, this is cost 
effective for the client in terms of 
the cost of care. There is also the 
positive psychological effect of 
giving a person ownership of 
their life and the chance to bath 
as and when they wish. 

The Easidry warm air body 
drier is a recent development 
from Go Independent. This 
British-designed and 
manufactured unit is robust 
and good looking. 

It fits neatly into most 
bathing areas and shower 
cubicles and is extremely easy 
to use. It is operated either by a 
touch-control on the unit, or 
an air pressure switch which 
can be mounted in an 
appropriate place for the user. 

The gentle, warm-air jets 
envelope the user, drying the 
whole body effortlessly, 
quickly and hygienically with 
heat at a constant temperature. 

Anyone who suffers from 
sensitive, broken skin will find 
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rip SF 
Pa oa a 
Lee Kingsbury tries out Neaco’s Neatdek level-access shower 


this drier very pleasurable. It 
also cuts down on laundry and 
the risk of infection from towels. 

The Easidry costs £200, plus 
about £40 for installation, Go 
Independent, tel: 0151-920 
4627. 

I was particularly interested in 
the Applause power bath from 
Dolphin Special Needs 
Bathrooms. As a community 
occupational therapist, | am 
often faced with adapting 
properties which have 
extremely small bathrooms 
that can only accommodate 
corner baths or shower units. 

The Applause is a corner bath 
with a hydraulic powered seat 


Looeeze spring-loaded raised 
toilet seat, from Clos-O-Mat 


that can lift up to 25 stone. The 
seat will lift the user in and out 
of the bath, enabling the user 
to soak independently. 

To transfer on to the bath seat, 
the user positions the seat at 90 
degrees to the bath and sits on it 
with the arm rests in the down 
position. The user then holds on 
to the wall mounted grab rail to 


APOLLO PHOTOGRAPHERS 


swing the seat into the bath. The 
raising and lowering of the seat 
is controlled by a hand-held 
unit. 

Dolphin offer a free home 
advice service where they give 
on-site quotations. They also 
have a free advice line, tel: 

(0800) 626249. 

The popular Looeeze spring- 
loaded raised toilet seat was on 
display. £300, Clos-O-Mat, tel: 
0161-866 8080. 

I was interested in the Neatdek 
level-access shower grille system 
from Neaco, tel: (01653) 695721. 
It lies flush to floor level and 
provides complete level access, 
which is important for 
wheelchair users, especially 
those with weak upper limbs 
who self propel. 

The Neatdek can be fitted 
upstairs or downstairs, on 
concrete or wooden floors. The 
grille and tray are easy to clean 
and stain resistant. 

The shower grilles are available 
in natural aluminium or with a 
nylon coated satin finish. The 
top grille prevents normal 
blockages like a flannel 
obstructing the water outlet. 

Half-height doors are 
available to give carers access to 
the user and prevent water 
splashes. A wide range of 
accessories are also available, 
including grab rails and shower 
chairs. The shower grilles are 
available in various sizes. The 
largest acts as a direct 
replacement for the bath. 

Anne Gray 
Anne Gray is senior community 
occupational therapist at Don- 
caster Social Services. 
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want, any old time 


six reviewers to Northern Naidex in Doncaster to find out. 


the mattress and detects move- 
ment. An alarm sounds to alert 
carers. It is useful for people 
who are unable to ask for 
assistance. About £400, from 
Sensorcare Systems, tel: (01423) 
331298. 


In the home 


~The Mangar lifting cushion is 

useful for people who have good 

balance when sitting, but find 
that transfers from a chair are 


difficult. 


It rests on the seat of an 
armchair and is operated by 
hand control. The cushion fills 
with air, enabling the person to 
stand independently. It will 
deflate slowly to allow the 
person to return to a seated 
position. 

£75, plus Mangar power 
source, from Mangar, tel: 
(01544) 267674. 


Rising star: Elaine Gittins mod- 
els Mangar’s lifting cushion 


The Sensorcare bed 
movement monitor is designed 
for people who are at risk of 
falling out of bed. 

A sensor pad is placed under 


Chris Stott on Scandic Rehab’s DM Comfort wheelchair (see right) 


Our favourite drink dispenser 
was the powered drinking 
system. 

It is designed to enable people 
with restricted movement or 
sucking ability to drink 
independently. £349, from 
Smith & Nephew Homecraft, 
tel: (01623) 754047. 

On display at the Cane & Able 
stand was an interesting array of 
kitchen tools with attractive 
chunky, ribbed handles. They 
are light and easy to control and 
suitable for people with arthritis. 
They are competitively priced — 
fish slice, £3.85, potato peeler, 
£4.45, whisk, £4.95. 

The cutlery also had chunky, 
rubber handles which are easy 
to hold and control. 

To complement the utensils 
and cutlery, Cane & Able have 
introduced a range of easy to 
grip chinaware with enlarged 
handles. 

They are dishwasher-proof 
and can be bought through 
their mail order catalogue. 
Cane and Able, tel: (01433) 
631170. 

Ruth Rhymes, Sian Norman 
and Anne Coan 
They are all senior occupa- 
tional therapists at Tickhill 
Road Hospital, Doncaster. 
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Wheelchairs 
and lifts 


I came to Naidex especially to 
see the launch of the Dragon 
wheelchair from Pern, designed 
by Dan Everard. 

The Dragon follows on from 
the Turbo, which Dan designed 
for his daughter, Ruth. Now 
15, and equipped with the very 
first Dragon, Ruth is in the 
middle of GCSEs. She would 
like to go to Oxford University 
and eventually join Pern to help 
other children enjoy the 
possibilities of her father’s 
inventions. “I want help 
children like me to run away 
from their mums.” 

The Dragon , or Dragonfly 
(for younger children), £6,950, 
from Pern, tel: (01223) 843444. 

Peachtree from Care and 
Mobility is a remarkable 
control system. Designed to be 
fitted to any electric 
wheelchair, Peachtree allows 
control of the chair simply by a 
nod of the head. - 

Tilt your head forwards.to 
speed up, back to slow down, 
nod to the right to move to the 
right etc. I do not understand 
the £3,400 price which Care 
and Mobility is charging for a 


Wheels on fire: Ruth Everard show’s off Pern’s Dragon wheelchair 


device that would totally free 
many people from dependency 
on others. Care and Mobility, 
tel: (01268) 771191. 

Most houses are not designed 
with stair-lifts in mind. If you 
have a through passage or 
doorway immediately at the 


GST Systems — a stand-on type 
and a wheelchair platform. 
Either could replace steps or a 
short ladder and lift you, up to 
38ins, into (for example) a 
caravan. £2,175, from GST 
Systems, tel: (01302) 711664. 

New at Naidex was the DM 
Comfort indoor/outdoor 
wheelchair. Designed for home 
or the office, adults or children, 
it has a rising seat allowing eye- 
to-eye contact with'standing 
people. £4,000, from Scandic 
Rehab, tel: (01484) 541375. 

Rob Jackson 
Rob Jackson is director of the 
Derbyshire Centre for Inte- 
grated Living. 


foot of your stairs, your stair- 
lift track has to fold out of the 
way when the lift is not in use. 
Liftability is the first 
manufacturer to exhibit 
automatic folding track — so 
top marks for courage and 
~ ingenuity. Liftability, tel: 
(01642) 763646. 
I was impressed with two 
fixed/portable short lifts from 


The ‘Cumbria’ Stairlift... 
from Liftability 


The ‘Cumbria’ stairlift is the cost 
effective solution to _ stair 
problems. A unique range of 
standard and optional features 
make the ‘Cumbria’ one of 

the best specified stairlifts 
available. 


Write or phone for your brochure today. 
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or phone 
01642 763646 


SEND TO: 
Liftability Ltd., Lord Avenue, Teesside Industrial Estate, 
I 


Thornaby, Cleveland TS17 9JX 
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24 Share your problems 


Oooh...ahhh...ouch! For those 
of us who are disabled and per- 
haps getting older, the pattern 
of lovemaking can be a mixture 
of pain and pleasure. I was 
reminded of this in that helpful 
book, which is so positive 
about sex in later years, Living, 
Loving & Ageing. 

As the authors say: “Sex is 
something to be enjoyed. This 
may be difficult if every 
movement causes pain, or if 
joints and limbs cannot be 
moved because of stiffness and 
discomfort. Even the fear that 
something might be painful 
will prevent sexual arousal.” 

Quite so, but with care and 
thought it is possible to work 
out a way to enjoy a full and 
satisfying sex life. 

Jim found that having to be 
that much more considerate 
actually enhanced the pleasures 
he and his wife shared: “Anne 
recently had a replacement hip 
operation and we really did 


think our sex life was at an end. 


“We were so afraid of 
damaging her new hip joint. It 
took us quite a while to pluck 
up courage to talk to the 
surgeon about our concerns. 
He completely reassured us that, 
as three months had elapsed, 
there would be no problems. 

“We found that the use of 


Give 
Yourself 
a Liff 


with 


BATHEEZ 
AUTO < 


the automatic 
bathing seat 


e FITS MOST STANDARD BATHS 


Ann Darnbrough DN, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Relax, sex 


be fun 


pillows not only provided 
support but also added a sense 
of added pleasure and comfort. 

“T realised too that as well as 
helping Anne to relax, my 
extra concern for her, as we set 
the scene, provided an 
additional turn-on. By the time 
I had added soft lights, sweet 
music and her favourite tipple, 
her anxieties had floated away 
in a cloud of anticipation.” 

Even for bright young things, 
orgasms don’t always happen 
to order. 

Richard, who has a spinal 
cord injury, says: “Making love 
or having a sexual relationship 
for me is about touching, 
caring, tenderness, compassion 
and passion. It is not about 
erection, orgasm or romance. 

“Orgasms are nice. Everyone 
should experience them 
sometime, but if orgasm is the 
purpose of every sexual 
encounter, many pleasures will 
be missed along the way.” 

But not everyone can be that 
philosophical about missing 
erections. Let’s face it, it 
happens to most men at some 
time. Sheer nervousness can 
turn a usually stiff and ready- 
to-go member into a limp willy. 

There are all sorts of 
conditions that take their toll. 
Peter had epilepsy, and the 


© POWERED RAISING & LOWERING 


¢ ONE HANDED OPERATION 
@ STAINLESS STEEL FRAME 


Werren Hooker (UK) Ltd 


Blackhill Road, Holton Heath Industrial Park, 


Poole, Dorset BH16 6LS 


Tel 01202 623000 Fax 01202 623777 


drugs he took had the side- 
effect of making him impotent. 
After some searching, he 
learned about a vacuum device 
called ErecAid, marketed by 
Osbon UK. Peter slips his penis 
into the clear plastic tube, 
holds the end of the tube firm 
against his body and pumps 
out the air. This draws blood 
into the penis and when it is 
tumescent, Peter slips a little 
rubber ring from the end of the 
tube over the base of his penis. 
This slows the rate of the 
blood leaving the penis 
sufficiently to guarantee the 
erection lasting about half an 
hour. Peter’s wife enjoys the 
new fillip to their lovemaking. 
She says she enjoys watching 
the penis grow and regards the 
procedure as part of foreplay. 
Osbon can send an 
information pack. Before 
supplying the device, they ask 
that interested men consult 
their GP, who may refer them 
to an impotence clinic within a 
urology unit. There, if it is 
considered appropriate, 
ErecAid can be demonstrated. 
Unfortunately, it is rarely 
available on the National 
Health Service, and costs £250. 
I bet the Sixth Century patron 
saint of impotence, St 
Guignole, would like to have 
known about these devices. 
Modern-day saints, or anyone 
else come to that, can consult 
Impotence Matters, an 
independent advisory service, 
which is open from 5-10 pm. 


Turn-off of 
constant pain 


But what about persistent pain? 
This can be the biggest turn-off 
there is. Sex takes energy, and 
constant pain can drain every 
ounce of energy we have. 

Pain Wise UK is a self-help 
organisation run by Rosalie 
Everatt, who contributed two 
articles in DN’s series on pain 


last year. She herself has 
intractable pain, and offers 
group, helpline and postal 
support to people, all ages. 

Pain Wise, although it cannot 
offer people a cure, can help 
find alternative and positive 
ways of coping with pain. 
Importantly, they say that pain 
is whatever the person says it is 
and exists whenever he/she says 
it does. 

This must be a great relief to 
those who may be accused of 
imagining or exaggerating their 
pain. Pain Wise recognises that 
chronic pain tends to cause 
irritability, depression and 
chronic tension. 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


" The DN 
telephone 
counsellor, 

# Lin Berwick, 
is a psycho- 
4 therapeutic 


= counsellor, 
fully accredited Methodist 
local preacher, and quali- 
fied homeopath. Disabled 
herself, she can give other 
disabled people and their 
carers advice and support 
on personal and spiritual 
problems. Talk to her on 
Monday afternoons, Ipm- 
5pm and Thursdays 6pm- 
10pm. Her telephone 
number is (01708) 477582. 
DN’s helpline is sponsored 
by BT. 


The organisation encourages 
members to take responsibility 
and control of their pain 
experience. 

By emphasising “self-help” 
they allow each member to use 
their inner resources to achieve 
a positive attitude to their 
discomfort. 

Pain Wise has a Pain 
Management Booklet plus 
tapes and a 12-step, six-week, 
self-help Pain Management 
Programme based around 
reading about and practising 


Walkabouts 


by Metco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
s 


1 
ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. 


Tel: (0115) 925 5488 


daily relaxation, exercise and 
pain pacing. 

It is for people in pain who 
feel able to commit themselves 
to six weeks of acquiring self- 
help skills. 

Pain Wise also offers a tape 
called The Loving Relationship 
for couples to listen to 
together, where one partner is 
affected by pain and 
disability. 


Disability: more 
than a label? 


And now for something com- 
pletely different — I need your 
help. I have been asked to speak 
at a conference about safety 
labelling and the special needs 
of disabled people and also of 
older people. Am I right in 
thinking that most of the prob- 
lems concern those who are 
visually impaired? 

Or do others have problems 
with understanding labelling 
too? Do you, for instance, have 
difficulty distinguishing , 
between oven cleaner aerosols 
and hair sprays if they get into 
the wrong cupboard? 

Can you understand the 
labels? I certainly find the 
warning pictures difficult to 
understand. Do you? 

I would welcome hearing 
from anyone who has had 
problems of this kind. 


Living, Loving & Ageing: sex- 
ual and personal relationships 
in later life, by Wendy Green- 
gross and Sally Greengross. 
£4.95, Age Concern, Astral 
House, 1,268 London Road, 
London SW 16 4E], 

tel: 0181-679 8000. 

Impotence Matters, tel: 0181- 
742 7042. 

Pain Wise UK, 33 Kingsdown 
Park, Whitstable, Kent CT5 2DT, 
tel: (01227) 277886. 

Osbon UK, 29 Pattison Road, 
London NW2 2HL, 

tel: 0171-431 7003. 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 
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‘The Boeing 777 is the latest 
generation of commercial air- 
craft, introduced by United Air- 
lines (UA) on its Washington - 
‘Heathrow route. I went along 
to check out its accessibility. 

Given the tow away signs 
which apply to all motorists, 

including Orange Badge 
holders, I parked my car with 
‘some trepidation on the road 

outside terminal 3. 

Luse an autochair to get my 
wheelchair in and out of my 
car. This requires 10-foot 
headroom, so the multi-storey 

car park was not a viable 
option. | am not sure how | 
would have fared had DN not 
been able to make special 
arrangements with airport staff. 

I met up with three officials 

from UA who whisked me 
‘through assorted “no entry” 
signs to the side of the plane. En 
route, I learned of all the glories 
of the 777. It has two engines, 
one less than the 747 Jumbo it 
supersedes. This is not, as the 
cynic in me feared, due to 
financial cutbacks, but the 
result of greatly improved 
performance in the thrust 
power of the engines. 

Equally important in the 
competitive world of travel, the 
777 is, they say, the first aircraft 
whose interior has been 
designed for passenger comfort. 
No doubt influenced by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, 
UA assured me that “passenger 
comfort” included the needs of 
disabled passengers. 

So my heart sank when I 
reached the plane side only to 
be introduced to two 
ambulance men. My fantasy of 


Undignified: Ruth was lifted onto the plane by ambulance men 


being able to wheel on to the 
777 avoiding the usual indignity 
— not to mention pain — of 
being manhandled was 
shattered. Still, in the hope of 
seeing some real improvements 
inside, I reluctantly allowed 
myself to be put into their 
capable hands. 

I was taken to the First Class 
cabin, and duly bowled over by 
the luxury. The seats had 
adjustable lumbar supports, leg 
rests, personal video consoles, 
even a fax socket, and three feet 
of space before the seat in front. 

Next came what United 
hoped was the jewel in the 
crown of their access provision: 


Luxury: the first class seats have lumbar supports and a leg rest 


ALISON MILLER 


the on-board wheelchair 
carried by every 777. 

Alas, the chair is designed for 
the disabled equivalent of stick 
men from kiddies drawings. Its 
rigidity, the lack of any arm or 
foot rest and the incredibly 
shallow seat — probably less 
than six inches square — will 
make it not just uncomfortable 
for all, but impossible to use for 
many. The burly ambulance 
men had to put me back into 
the aircraft seat pretty quickly, 
otherwise I’d have been on the 
floor. Thankfully, UA were keen 
to listen to my suggestions for 
improving the chair, promising 
to feed them back to the 
appropriate people. 

Back on the stretcher-type 
chair, I finally made it to the 
accessible loo. This is a first, 
and something UA can be 
proud of — although it is not 
before time that disabled 
travellers can uncross their legs 
and indulge in the duty free 
booze. The chair can be 
positioned right alongside the 
loo or (more or less) at right 
angles. There is space to 
accommodate one, possibly 
two, assistants if need be. And, 
joy upon joy, the door can be 
closed because it slides rather 
than concertinas in the middle. 
There is a small grab rail, but it 
didn’t look too sturdy. 

Finally, I was taken to the 
Economy Class section. This 
seemed similar to a jumbo, but 
I was assured the seats are one 
and a half inches wider than a 
747 and there is more leg room. 

Anyone who needs extra room 
—and cannot afford First Class 
—should ask for the seats at the 
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United we fly, divided we board 


United Airlines’ new Boeing 777 “reflects the passenger’s needs in every way”. Ruth Bailey tests the claim 


Economy: seats have slightly more leg room than a jumbo 


front of the rear cabin, which 
really are spacious. Unlike other 
planes, this is not an emergency 
exit, so there is no restriction on 
who can — and cannot — sit 
there. 

Unfortunately, the arm rests 
on these seats do not lift up. 
They do on all the other side 
seats which makes for easier 
transfer. They also have their 
own personal video screens, 
which seems to be a major 
marketing point of the 777. 

Over the past ten years 
assistance for disabled air 
travellers has become readily 
available. United’s 777 is the 
first initiative aimed at 
improving, access to the aircraft 
itself. Each airline placing an 
order for a Boeing 777 specifies 
the internal features and 
configuration. So now is the 
time to lobby British Airways, 


so that when they buy 777s 
they improve on United 
Airlines’ lead in making flights 
really accessible. 


UA enquiries, tel: 0181 990 9900 


The on-flight wheelchair: 
designed for stick men 


DO YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR 
FAMILY HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR 
COUNCIL? ARE YOU GETTING THE 
EDUCATION, COMMUNITY CARE OR 
SERVICES YOU NEED? 


David Ruebain is a disabled Solicitor 
specialising in Education, Community 
Care and Local Government Law. He 
is committed to the Disability 
Movement and is involved in the 
campaign for Civil Rights Legislation 


for Disabled People. 


Legal Aid work undertaken. 


For free initial advice, contact him at:- 
David Levene & Co. Solicitors, 


Ashley House, 


235-239 High Road, 


Wood Green, 
LONDON, 
N22 4HF 


TELEPHONE- 0181-881 7777. 
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Adventure for All activity week at the Lake District National Park 
Visitor Centre in Windermere, 24-30 July. Activities include canoe- 
ing, raftbuilding and sailing. Details from the Events Office, Brock- 
hole, National Park Visitor Centre, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 
LJL, tel: (01539) 446601. 


How to Start Work, a drama workshop for people working in the 
fields of care, therapy, self-advocacy, rehabilitation and special edu- 
cation, in Bristol, 11-13 August. Details from Art and Design Build- 
ing, University of Hertfordshire, Manor Road, Hatfield, Herts 
AL10 9TL, tel: (01707) 284000. 


Make life easier with a day 
discovering the latest developments 
in equipment and services for people 
with disabilities, their carers and 
the professional services. 


Improving your lifestyle is everyone’s 
ambition. How to do it is everyone’s 
dilemma. Any help you can get is 
worth a closer look. At Naidex 
International 95, you will find all the 
products and services that take 
rehabilitation one step further, plus 
a range of informative seminars. 

In addition, you should visit the 

EDE Congress (for nursing home 
owners). For further information, 

tick the coupon below. 


Please send me 
detailing the show programme 


CL} Please send me information on exhibiting at Naidex 


L] Please send me an EDE Congress leaflet 


You should be at Naidex if you are a: 


@ Professional, eg Occupational 
Therapist or Physiotherapist 


@ Person with a disability or a carer 


@ Person involved in long term care 


ee TICKETHOTLINE 
0181 984 7733 


complimentary tickets to Naidex International, C1 


Positive Future workshop for young people with arthritis in North- 
ern Island, 11-13 August. Contact Sally Thomson, Young Arthritis 
Care, 18 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD, tel: 0171-916 1500. 


Job Analysis and Job Matching seminar for professionals on the 
uses of job analysis as a means of helping disabled people secure 
and maintain employment. At City University, London, 21-25 
August. Contact Maggie Bankart, Short Course Unit, City Univer- 
sity, Northampton Square, London EC1V OHB, tel: 0171-477 8252. 


The New Forest Wheelchair Challenge, 16-17 September. Raising 
money for the Disabled Drivers’ Association and other charities. 
Entry fee is £5 per team. For more information, contact Dr Mike 
Bruton, Disabled Drivers’ Association, 14 Belmont Park Road, 
Maidenhead, Berks SL6 6HT, tel: (01628) 26767. 


- 


INTERNATIONAL 


Wembley Exhibition and 
Conference Centre, London 
19-21 September 1995 


SPECIAL LATE 


NIGHT OPENING 


WEDNESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 


Mr/Ms/Dr____ Initials Surname 
Company Job title 
Address 

Postcode 
Tel Fax 


Return the coupon to: Naidex, Reed Exhibition Companies, 
Oriel House, 26 The Quadrant, Richmond, Surrey TW9 1DL. 
Tel: 0181 910 7873. Fax: 0181 910 7926. 
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A revised edition of Love Call 


Live has been published by 
Anglia TV, detailing a variety 
of organisations and helplines. 
Contact Cathy Mason, Anglia 
House, Norwich NR1 3JG, 
tel: (01603) 615151. 


CALL is a new mental health 
helpline offering free advice 
and support. Tel: 0800 132 737. 


Developing Personal Safety 
Skills in Children with Disabili- 
ties offers practical advice and 
examines teaching methods for 
people who work with disabled 
children. £18.95 from Jessica 
Kingsley Publishers, 116 Pen- 
tonville Road, London N1 9JB, 
tel: 0171-833 2307. 


Newcastle Central Library now 
has a minicom 0191-232 5574. 
Eldon Leisure Centre in New- 
castle has also recently installed 
a minicom 0191-221 0119. 


Christopher Place is a new 
therapy centre for babies and 
children who have a hearing 
impairment or language delay. 
Opens on 12 September. 1-5 
Christopher Place, Charlton 
Street, off Euston Rd, London 
NW 1 1JE tel: 0171-229 6595. 


The Torch Trust for the Blind, 
a Christian Literature fellow- 
ship, has produced a junior 
library catalogue which details 
children’s books available in 
braille, on cassette and in large 
print. Torch House, Hallaton, 
Market Harborough, Leics 
LE16 8UJ, tel: (01858) 555301. 


TARA has produced a revised 
Special Training Needs Direc- 
tory. £25 from Liz Woodward, 
ATC, University of the West of 
England, 6 Iddesleigh Road, 
Redland, Bristol BS6 6Y J, 

tel: (0117) 973 4483. 


Youthaid have published a new 
Guide to Training and Benefits, 
£8 from Youthaid, 322 St John 
Street, London EC1V 4NT. 


What is Asperger Syndrome? is 
a new, free leaflet from The 
National Autistic Society, 276 
Willesden Lane, London NW2 
SRB, tel: 0181-451 1114. 


Appointments 


Linda Joy has been appointed 
the first PR manager at the 
Royal Hospital for Neuro-dis- 
ability. Richard Gutch, chief 
executive of Arthritis Care, has 
been elected chair of the Asso- 
ciation of Chief Executives of 
National Voluntary Organisa- 
tions (ACENVO). Martin Sis- 
sons has joined RADAR as an 
education, training and 
employment policy officer. 
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Within the realm of the senses 


11) Light and sound therapy can help children with autism and learning disabilities. Nic Paton looked and listened. 


The omens are not good. As 
shotographer Jamie and I wait 
‘o go into the light and sound 
therapy booth, the constant 
sobbing of the young child in 
here before us rises to a bellow 
»f distress. Jamie raises a 
quizzical eyebrow. 

We are due to be given a 
demonstration of equipment at 
he Light and Sound Therapy 
Sentre, north London, the only 
sentre in the UK to use the 
herapy to help children with 
wutism, dyslexia and learning 
lisabilities. 

Eventually therapist Anne 
Mbachu emerges with parents 
und tearful child. The young 
soy has just undergone the first 
of 20 half-hour sessions over 
wo weeks, at a cost of £1,250. 

It seems a lot of money for 
something that causes so much 
listress, but Anne is positive 
ibout the therapy’s effects. 

“The children are sometimes 
tightened. Some, especially 
hose with autism, do get 
ysterical the first time.” 

But this is not surprising, she 
irgues, because so many 
hildren with autism have such 
ensitive hearing. 


Norms crawling 

‘There was one child we had 
vho could hear worms crawl- 
ng through the earth and 
vould only speak in whispers. 
“He could not bear the sound 
f people eating, or to have 
Oapy water on his hands 
yecause of the sound of the 
uubbles. But after treatment his 
learing became almost normal. 
Now he is able to do pottery 
ind work with a wood lathe.” 
Parents sometimes see a 
lifference after four days, she 
ays. Progress can often be 
neasured in tangible results: 
etting the child to sit down for 
neals, establishing eye contact. 
Inside the darkened booth, 
here are three machines: a 

ight box which gently rotates 
hrough a colour spectrum of 
reens, reds and blues, a 
assette player and a frequency 
nd volume adjuster. 
Following an audiogram to 
ssess the level of their hearing 
listortion, a child will sit and 
vatch the colours and listen to 
ounds through headphones. 
“We encourage the parents to 
nake the children try on 
ieadphones before they arrive, 
o they are not too strange. 

fou can imagine how they 
vould feel to a little child with 
ensitive hearing.” 

The idea, says Anne, is to use 
ound therapy, or Auditory 
ntegrated Training (AIT), 


Therapist Anne Mbachu (right) 


along with light therapy to 
stimulate the brain to ease 
sound distortions or, in the 
case of tinnitus, to match and 
reduce noises in the ear. The 
therapy has also been used for 
adults with depression. 

Working with the brain is not 
an exact science, concedes 
Anne, and success cannot be 
guaranteed. “It is not a cure. 
But we have found that 80 per 
cent of clients have been helped 
tremendously.” 

Even the therapy’s founder, a 


CONVCRSIONS 


demonstrates the light and sound therapy booth: “You can imagine 
how the headphones would feel to a little child with sensitive hearing.” 


French doctor called Dr Guy 
Bérard was unsure exactly how 
it worked, says the centre’s 
director, Zelda Landau, herself 
the parent of a disabled child. 

Dr Bérard, an ear, nose and 
throat specialist who is now 
retired, was becoming hearing 
impaired and had tinnitus. His 
daughter was also dyslexic. 

“In children with dyslexia, 
learning disabilities or autism, 
their channels of understanding 
to the world are not as they 
should be, often manifesting 


JAMIE FACER 


itself through super sensitivity 
to sound or touch,” says Zelda. 

“Doctors just thought it was 
part of autism. But Dr Bérard 
decided to treat the sensitivity 
with sound.” 

The centre started in 1978 as 
a parent-led playgroup. Three 
years ago, two specialists from 


- the USA were brought over for 


two weeks and successfully 
treated nine local children 
using the therapy. A staff 
member visited Dr Bérard and 
the centre was established. 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
by Invatravel Conversions 


Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including: 
* underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
° hydraulic lowering rear suspension with spring assisted alloy ramp 
* manual ramps, etc 
Disabled driver options for full independence. 
Prices start from £15,500.00 on the road excluding all taxes from which disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy, tel: 01704 506608, Fax: 01704 506607. 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


Since then, more than 300 
children have visited, some 
referred by GPs. Of these, says 
Zelda, only 60 children have 
experienced no change, while 
15-20 have seen major changes. 

“The child has gone to 
mainstream schools or has 
started to speak. But we don’t 
promise anyone anything. It 
might help or it might not. 

“Many autistic children are 
diagnosed as being deaf 
because they just cut 
themselves off. If you talk to 
them, they don’t react at all. 


Restored vision 

“We even had one child who 
was diagnosed as being blind 
because she just did not react 
to anything. But we saw during 
the two weeks that she could in 
fact see and hear.” 

During a child’s stay, staff will 
also organise behaviour 
management workshops and 
counselling for parents. 

Children report back after 
three months to assess what 
improvement has been made. 

No doubt that day seems a 
long way away for one little 
boy. But perhaps, by then, the 
tears will have turned to 
smiles. 


Light and Sound Therapy 
Centre, 90 Queen Elizabeth’s 
Walk, London N16 SUG, 
tel/fax: 0181-880 1269. 


RECOGNISED CONVERTER 
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28 Crosswordiclassified 


DN’s crossword 


Answers on page 31 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


14 


15 17 


ACROSS: 1. Wading bird (6) 
6. Places (5) 

7. Grant ice (anag) 

8. Stole (a credit card?) (6) 
9. Slopes (5) 

10. Tin hag (anag) 

14. Enquired (5) 

18. Lent hairy bin (anag) 

19. Diner (5) 

20. At the time of (4) 

21. Causing anxiety (9) 
DOWN: 1. Equipped with 9 


The Lynx Hand Control 


The ONLY control that transfers from 
car to car. Fits in 5 minutes — removal 
takes seconds. 

Your driving freedom will cost less than 
you think: For more details call: Lynx 
Hand Controls Ltd., on 01695 573816. 
HIRE WITH EUROPCAR 
WITH LYNX HAND CONTROLS 


YCLE FOR 


ae 
A " HEALTH & FUN 


Best range of 
special needs 
cycling equipment 


CALL NOW 
for information or demonstration. 
DEALERS NATIONALLY 
Neatwork, PO Box 2, 
Coldstream, Berwickshire, 
Scotland, 1012 4NW 


Tel: 0189088 3456 
Fax: 0189088 2709 


across, perhaps (10) 

2. Non-flying bird (7) 

3. Sincere — or important? (7) 
4. Turned into (6) 

5. Help (6) 

6. Mixture (9) 

11. No particular person(6) 
12. Stupid people (6) 

13. Polish (6) 

15. Head and neck covering (5) 
16.__ and kin (4) 

17. Laura _, film actress (4) 


ARE YOU A 
WHEELCHAIR USER? 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver/carer? 


A Chairman Car from Gowrings means 
no more transferring, no more lifting, 
just travelling with the family whenever 
you choose, in comfort. 


Ring us FREE on 0800 220878 
for your full colour 
information pack. <& 


GOWRINGS MOBILITY 


Tel: 01635 529500 


fer Ufting wheelchairs, scoeters 
and people inte cars... 
WE HAVE THE ANSWER 


HEADWAY NATIONAL HEAD INJURIES ASSOCIATION 


in collaboration with 


THE ENHAM TRUST 


presents a second seminar in the series 


"WORK BEYOND BRAIN INJURY - 
A FURTHER STEP" 


HEADWAY 
—/> 


on 


Friday 20 October 1995 
10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 


at Enham Alamein, Nr Andover, Hants 


The aim of the series of Seminars is to consider the advantages of structured vocational 
| ‘raining to improve the outcome and to maximise the potential for independence through 
| work, for those who have sustained brain injury. Following a first extremely successful 


seminar held in January this year, this programme will expand upon the topics then discussed. 
} and will include new aspects on this complex subject. 


. 


For booking forms, or further information 
please contact: 


Karen Norris 
Headway 
7 King Edward Court 
King Edward Street 
Nottingham NG1 1EW 


Tel: 0115 9240800 


WHEELCHAIR WAREHOUSE 


FOR ALL YOUR CHAIR NEEDS: 


Power, Manual, Lightweight, New, Used, 
All Sizes and suitable for all Ages. Also 
Stairlifts, car conversions and 
‘many other products. 


Advice from Professional 


aT 
Ey, 
ery, 
ay 
es, 
eter 
a 


GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd 
Brentford. Tel: 0181 569 8955 Fax: 0181 560 5380 
Littlehampton. Tel: 01903 733528 Fax: 01903 733530 


P¢ ; EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
E PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 


Specialising in: : 
Lightweight, Rigid & 
_ Folding Wheelchairs 
° Expert Advice by Wheelchair 
Professionals 
* Home Demonstrations 
* Repairs, Servicing, Spares 
¢ Wheelchair Insurance 
* Authorised dealers for Quickie, 
Shadow, Top End, Action, Swede 
ES Phone for a Brochure or 
$4-"/% Further Information: 
EPC Head Office 


NLwé Tel/Fax: 01252 547939 

il EPC Regional Office 
Tel/Fax: 01203 422327 

A company run by the disabted - for the disabled! 


_ 
4" 
\) 
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For a fast and efficient service call 


free 0500 340611 anytime. 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (01460) 61157. 


RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 
purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 
0181 861 2370. 


Mitsubishi Shogun 


4x4 diesel turbo. White 1988 E high top roof 
Interbility HBC 200 wheelchair lift and safety 
locking support. Converted from new. 
Mitsubishi FSH, one owner. £9,995. 
Tel: 01628 665065. Ring for more details. 
(Trade) 


POWERCHAIRS 


(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 


Nearly new, hardly used Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your individual problem. 


FREE ADVICE, DELIVERY, COLLECTION. 

ALL AREAS COVERED. 
Fully Guaranteed 

Ring Mr Gibbons free on 


0500 357 4965 


or 0121-357 4965 anytime 


All major credit cards accepted 


PcP Gratings Ltd 


ian 


Disabled access 
problems solved 


PCP Gratings 


manufacture portable 
wheelchair ramps, 
either folding or fixed. 
Manufactured in 
aluminium using a 
unique punched hole 
surface, they provide 
excellent traction and 
drainage in all weathers. 
Purpose made 
galvanised steel semi- 
permanent ramps also 
compliment the PCP 
range. 

All our ramps can be 
supplied in their 
standard form, or tailor 
made to suit individual 
access problems. 

New G.R.P ramp now available 


Telephone 


01902 791 792 


Fax 01902 791 795 
Station Road 

Four Ashes 
Wolverhampton 


WV10 7DB 
DT 


Group 


Sunrise H & E (E & J) booster lark rascal 


& 


OAK 


MOBILITY 


MANUACCTI RERS AND) SUPPLIERS 
(OF MEDAZAL LQUIPMENT 


& 


WHEELCHAIRS POWER/MANUAL - SCOOTERS 4/6/8 MPH DAILY LIVING AIDS 


Oak House 

East Common Lane, Scunthorpe 
Tel: 01724 852307 

Ask for Pat 


70 Castleton Boulevard 
Skegness PE25 2TS 
Tel: 01754 761841 

Ask for Paul 


Homecraft, Shoprider, BEC 


WE CARE FOR YOUR EVERY NEED! 


e ALL LEADING BRANDS AVAILABLE NEW AND SECOND HAND e HOME DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE 
e FREE CATALOGUE e FREE COURTESY VEHICLE TO OUR SHOWROOM NEAR YOU 
SALES — LONG/SHORT HIRE — REPAIRS — SERVICE 


102-105 St Nicholas Road 
Great Yarmouth 

Tel: 01493 330455 

Ask for Sheila 


1 Lorne Road 
Northampton NN1 3RN 
Tel: 01604 601359 

Ask for Sharon 


25 Seaview Street 
Cleethorpes DN35 8EU 
Tel: 01472 200142 
Ask for Stephen 


121/123 Connaught Ave 
Frinton, Essex 

Tel: 01255 674409 

Ask for Richard 


93d Jepudoys "yessewoy 


FREEPHONE - 0800 626810 


Sunrise H & E (E & J) booster lark rascal 


My Accessible 
Adam Price “Wiisies 
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF USED 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


Access conversions to your 
existing vehicle 


Passenger use conversions (windows 
trim and seating) to used vans. 


We sell and buy used vehicles. 
Tel: Office (01202) 814112, Mobile (0374) 899687. 


ORTHOPAEDIC CHAIR made by Easi Rise. 
Reclining, standing and vibro massage, 
easily controlled. Sage green fabric. 
Bought in 1994 for £2,000+ and unused. 
Immaculate condition. £1,200 ono, deliv- 
ery possible. Tel: (01179) 776082. 


MEGANAID AUTOLIFT bath hoist. As new 
condition. £300 or near offer. Genuine 
sale, very safe. Tel: (01785) 280401. 


PEUGEOT 405 ESTATE adapted L Reg, 
28,000 miles. Elap swivel passenger seat 
electric hoist in rear. £9,500. Tel: (01329) 
668349. 


ELECTRIC TRIKE, 18 months old. Hardly 
used, north Humberside. Offers around 
£1,250. Tel: (01430) 810603. 


ELECTRIC MOBILE HOIST for sale plus 
deluxe Universal large mesh sling. Brand 
new cost £994. Will accept £900. Tel: 
(01923) 894091. 


HYDRAULIC CAR HOIST. Lifts person from 
wheelchair to car. Tel: (01703) 465052. 


Nissan Micra GSX Auto 


Fitted with ultra light power steering. 


Drivers side electric window, sunroof. Blue, 
1989 (G) 17,300 mileage. Very good 
condition £3,850 ono. Tel: 01707 874673. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR 15in seat, Vessa 
2,000. Hardly used. In excellent condition 
with kerb climbers, battery charger. 
£1,400. Tel: 0181-858 7022. 


CARTER CRUISER 2E electric wheelchair. 
Kerb climbers, battery charger, needs 2 
new batteries. 2'/2 years old. Only used 1 
year. £600 ono (£2,500 new). Tel: 0171- 
233 8835. Westminster. 


G REG FIAT FIORINO AMBULANCE. Diesel, 
side front windows, Ratclifft lift, clamps 
for one wheelchair, 29,000 miles. Tel: 
(01952) 603262. 


RENAULT EXTRA FREEDOM, G, 1990. 1.4, 
white, three seats and rear wheelchair 
locking position with modified rear sus- 
pension and _ short ramp. 
15,000 miles, excellent condition, 9 
months MOT. (Can be viewed in Brack- 
nell by arrangement.) £7,000. Tel: (01652) 
652129 (north Lincolnshire). 


automatic 


JONCARE HI-LOW MASTER power chair, 
£200. Tel: (01344) 20846. 


PRIDE HEALTHCARE LOUNGER CHAIR, in 
brown dralon, Serial 186665, with heater 
and vibrator for back care, in very good 
condition. Cost £1,200 new, offers 
around £600. Tel: (01728) 452464. 


VESSA TREKKA BATTERY BUGGY, red, 
Serial 4101011FP, fitted with hood, grab 
rail, mirror and charger, R/H steering 
model, very little use, cost £2,520 new, 


offers around £1,200. Tel: (01728) 
452464. 
CARTERS SELF PROPELLING reclining 


wheelchair. Head extension, leg rests. As 
new £350 (worth £697). Tel: (01329) 
841341, anytime. 


VW CARAVELLE, auto pas bekker controls. 
2 wheelchair use plus passengers. Side 
entry, underbody lift. Low mileage, care- 
fully maintained. £5,250 ono. Tel: (01246) 
865970. 


POWERTEC 40 electric wheelchair, 
hardly used. Very good condition, £1,400 
ono. Tel: (01249) 720783. 


ORTHO-KINETICS electric lifting, reclining 
chair. Model 540. Good condition. 2'/2 
years old. Tel: (01463) 242137 after 6pm. 
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) CHAIRMAN VIST SEAT, rear entry, 
wheelchair accessible. Vehicle complete 
with securing straps and ramp. Recent 
overhaul by Gowrings. 1991 MOT, tax 

_ March 1996, £4,000. Tel: (01594) 833656. 


’ CARTER PANTHER indoor/outdoor electric 
chair. Two months old. Selling due to 
bereavement. £5,500 new. Will accept 
£3,500 ono. Electrically operating leg 
rests and back seat tilts electrically. Tel: 
0181-674 0185. 


CYCLONE MP i6in wide. Skirt and spoke 
guards. £500 ono. Tel: (01948) 840894. 


| VW CARAVELLE GL 2.2 auto ‘FP’. Invatravel 
conversion auto side lift remote control, 5 

_ seats plus wheelchair. Two sun roofs and 
many other features. £9,500. For full 
information tel: (01789) 292556. 


HOIST ARJO SARA, £600. Full Roho mat- 
tress, £500. Nesbit Evans reclining 
wheelchair, little used, £300. Tel: (01908) 
322887. 


92 TRANSIT AUTO PAS hand controls, 
swivel seat, side lift, semi-high roof, 
£8,495. Tel: 0181-591 8540, Barking. 


ARJO MANUAL BATH LIFT. Suitable for 
domestic and nursing home use. As new, 
almost unused, £800, half cost price. Tel: 
(01276) 855128, evenings, please, or 
(01934) 852263, daytime. 


SEAT KOMBI 91, MOT November, 40,000 
miles. Rear access ramp with electric 
hoist plus one passenger seat, plus driver 
and passenger seat in front. All service 
records. One lady owner. Tel: Ipswich 
(01473) 612380. £3,395 ono. 


CHILD’S RIFTON BIKE. Excellent condi- 
tion. Used indoors. Age 6-9 years. Cost 
£450, accept £200. Buyer collects. Tel: 
(01559) 371381. 


NISSAN VANETTE VERSA. K reg (July 93), 
2.0 diesel, garage serviced/maintained. 
Rear easy access via ramps, all round 
vision, radio/cassette, 2 sunroofs, 5 seats 
and wheelchair space. 24,000 miles. 
Excellent value. £6,950. Tel: (01924) 
258740, Wakefield. 


AMIGO SPORT SCOOTER. Luxury. Climbs 
6in kerbs. Travels 25 miles. £1,000 ono. 
Tel: 0181-466 0727. 


VOLVO 340 AUTO 23,000+ PAS fitted elec- 
tric car chair for driver. Can be driven 
pedals or hand control. Excellent condi- 
tion, £6,000 ono. Tel: (01273) 515041. 


ELAP SWIVEL CAR SEAT. Fits Escort but 
adaptable. £80 ono. Tel: (01522) 752707. 


HONDA NIPPI S0cc tricycle 1985, B reg, 
cost £2,500. Sell for £400 ono. 2 hand 
powered trikes £60 each. 1 adult tricycle 
£80. Tel: (01278) 662459. 


ALVEMA 208 PUSHCHAIR, good condi- 
tion. Suit child 3-8 years. £800 new, will 
accept £8,180 ono. Tel: (01383) 410580. 


REMOTE CONTROL BATH HOIST Balmoral 
Il, serial 322. Used for two months. Cost 
£520, will sell £350 ono. Own transport. 
New unused chair commode. Tapestry 
upholstery. Cost £121, will sell £60 ono. 
Own transport. Tel: 0181-940 1745. 


DUAL CONTROL ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR 
with charger. Never been used. As new. 
Cost £2,800, sell it for £1,000 for quick 
sale. Wife died before she could use it. 
Tel: 0181-672 7935. 


RISER/RECLINER electrically operated 
brown dralon high back chair as new. 
Accept £500. Tel: (01277) 652550. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
...and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
80,000 people for just £3 a 
line. All small ads must be 


paid for in advance. If you 
want to advertise, please use — 
the form on the right. Send it 
with a cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1N 4EQ. 


SHAD Wandsworth is an Independent Living 
Project of 10 adults. The organisation is 
managed by the 10 adults (user members). 
SHAD is a self managed organisation. 


Nee 


SHADe : 


SHAD recruits volunteers to facilitate the 10 
user members in their own homes. SHAD employs 4 staff to manage the 
organisation on a daily basis. Final decisions on SHAD policies always lie 


with the 10 user members. 


SHAD has a vacancy for 1 user member to make the complement of 10. 


The new member will need to have the skills to live independently in their 
own home and have an overall understanding of independent living 


philosophy. 


A member manages their own project which will consist of up to 4 
volunteers. Volunteers work for a period of 4/6 months. As well as 
managing a project the user member will also attend Committee meetings 
and be an active part of the body that manages SHAD. You will become a 


Director of SHAD. 


All SHAD members are required to live in the borough of Wandsworth. 


SHAD if required will endeavour to find a new member accommodation if 


they require it. 


If you would like an application pack or want to talk over the phone then 


contact SHAD at: 


The Nightingale Centre, 
8 Balham Hill, 
London SW12 9EA. 


Tel No 0181 673 6095. 


CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS THE 25th AUGUST 1995. 
INTERVIEWS WILL BE HELD ON THE 8th SEPTEMBER 1995. 


SHAD Wandsworth also has vacancies for lay members on its 
Management Committee. The role of the lay member is to manage SHAD 
and play an active part in the work of SHAD. Lay members may bring 
specific skills to the committee or just be keen and enthusiastic. SHAD also 
has a vacancy for the position of Treasurer on the Management Committee. 


If you are interested in being a lay member on the committees or the 
position of Treasurer then contact SHAD at the above address. 


ELECTRIC CAR CHAIR, complete with 
hydraulics and charger, £4,000 ono. Elec- 
tric sprint wheelchair with charger, £1,200. 
Manual SUNTEC wheelchair, £350. Mer- 
maid bath hoist and commode seat, £550. 
All as new. Tel: (01424) 211945. 


AMSTRAD 8256 wordprocessor includes 
keyboard and keyguard, monitor, dot 
matrix printer, locoscript software and 
manuals, £150 ono. Tel: (01761) 
416677. 


ORTHO-KINETIC RECLINING CHAIR. Model 
530. Fully automatic. Very good condi- 
tion. Little used. £300, when new £1,000. 
N Somerset. Tel: (01749) 870003. 


LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIR. Top ENO. 
Rigid, 14in wide seat, frame in 4 colours, 
18 months old, VGC, £900. Tel: (01522) 
684563. 


ALVEMA 100 teenage pushchair wanted 
urgently. Tel: (01442) 235124. 


Keith Sumner & 
Building Services 
Specialising in + Alterations & adaptations for disabled 


people + Supplying and fitting bathrooms, kitchens, 
hand rails, ramps and widening of doorways = All and 
any structural alterations. For more information or a 
free quotation call 0181 794 4208. 


Motor Insurance 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of 
vehicles converted to carry 
wheelchair passengers. 


Substantial premium savings - 
up to 30% possible. 


For a quote please contact 
CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


Now for the first time! 
r hairrnar” Car Rental 


from £29 per day 


Freephone 0800 220878 
or 01635 529500 


We will discriminate . . . but only on ability! 


Too often, people are labelled on how they appear and not on 
what they can achieve. These are labels of ignorance which can lead to 


unfair or unlawful discrimination. 


share, apply! 


meal applicants only). 
. Please quote ref DN1 in 
- all communications. 


git \s 


At Salford City Council, we are committed to equality of 
opportunity and will discriminate only on your ability to do the job. 
So if you feel you could do a job we advertise, whether full time or job 


If you would like details of current vacancies, contact the 
Director of Personnel Services, Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, 
Swinton, Salford M27 2BN, tel. 0161 793 3507 (answerphone 
service after office hours). Minicom 0161 793 2544 (hearing 


Salford 


Somerset County Council 
Ww AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


MENDIP DIVISION 


(Qualification Bar after £11,374) 


is sought for this position. 


ISMN LNIWNOMIAND SHOL'DIIOS 9A 


information services. 


Applicants with disabilities would have valuable experience to bring to 


this post. 


For an application form and information pack, please send a self 
addressed A4 envelope with 38p postage to the Divisional Finance & 
Staffing Team, Social Services Dept, Public Offices, Christchurch St 


West, Frome BA11 1EF. 
Closing date: 15 August 1995. 


TRADING STANDARDS 


Personal 


In A Crisis 


Helplessness ¢ Anxiety e 
Anger e Sadness ¢ Hurt 
Fear ¢ Despair e 


It does help to talk about it. 
Please Phone, Visit or Write. 


The 


Any Time, Anywhere. 
We’re in the phone book. 


L5G Find-A-Friend 
Anybody-Any Age-Anywhere Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 
MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 
1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 SHL 
Tel/fax (24Hrs) UK 01606 49093.Overseas Int.+ 44 +1606 49093 


0181-958 9657 
Dates 


for the 


Disabled 


A better life 


Social 
contacts 
provided. 
(All areas) 


36 Park Grove 
Edgware 
Middlesex 
HA8 7SJ 


DISABILITY ADVOCATE 


30 hours per week, salary: £8,961 — £12,115 pa 


A flexible and enthusiastic person with initiative and good ‘people skills’ 


The applicant must provide an independent advocacy and 
representative service to disabled people. 

The post involves increasing group and individual participation in 
decision making, promoting disability awareness and co-ordinating 


LIBRARIES PERSONNEL TREASURERS PROPERTY SERVICES SOCIAL SERVICES 


t= XMOOR NATIONAL PARK SCIENTIFIC SERVICES FIRE SERVICE 
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HANDIDATE 


Dating Agency for people with disabilities and 
caring, understanding able bodied persons 
Ring now on 
01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try, 
you may be pleasantly surprised 
GO FOR IT and JOIN NOW 


RETIRED LADY, BACK DISABILITY. Secks 
fellow stamp collector pen-friends to 
exchange news and views. Genuine adver- 
tiser. Sincere replies please. Box No. 807 


Immaculate wheelchair accessible cottage for 
two near Bury St Edmonds, Suffolk. Set in five 
acres, paddock and gardens. Newly fitted and 


furnished. Separate shower and shower chair 
available. Non smoking/No pets. 
Telephone (01359) 250814. 


more holiday ads on page 30 


fi Classified lineage advertisements 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or full stop and a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 
12 Park Crescent, London W1iN 4EQ. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN Is a non-profit making newspaper. 


(Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 
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ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 
Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in 
Portugal with swimming pools or small 


friendly hotel with adapted rooms. Sue 
Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, 
Wraysbury, Staines, Middx. TW19 
5NX. Tel: (01753) 685718. 


Strawberry Duck Holidays. 
Self-catering, newly adapted ey 
cottage. E.T.B 3 Keys and 3 reo 
Chevrons. Complete wheelchair 
access, sleeps 4. Beautiful views, 
base of Peak District. Every comfort 
assured. Open all year. Phone Babs 
and Reg Brown (0260) 223591. 
Winner of Cheshire nism A’ i and the North 
West For Excellence Award (self-catering) 1994 


EVERYTHING IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AT 
BLAGDON FARM COUNTRY HOLIDAYS DEVON 
New, luxury bungalows, overlooking 2.5 acre 
lake and set in 38 acres picturesque country- 
side. Nature trail, adventure playground, pet's 
corner and large games room. For brochure 
contact Pauline & Tony Blight, Ashwater, 
Beaworthy, DEVON EX21 5DF. Phone 01409 
211509. Fax: 01409 211510. 


Liandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 
3 cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 
overlooked by 12th century castle. Ideally situated for 
exploring South and West Wales. Each cottage sleeps 4, 
central heating, CTV, games/fitness rooms, laundry, 
extensive grounds. Open all year, short breaks available 
Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558) 823 059 for brochure 


SOUTH WEST WALES 
Luxury caravans (one specially designed for 
wheelchair users and their families). 

On beautifully situated, friendly family run 
park. 250 yds from sandy beach. Heated pool. 
Bar/restaurant. Games room. Sunrise Bay 
Holiday Park, Llansteffan, Carmarthen, Dyfed, 
SA33 5LP. Phone: 01267 241394. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully adapted 
for wheelchair use. Good access to 
beaches. Sleeps up to 6. Details 


C Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 454300. 


WINCANTON, SOMERSET 
The Garden Flat in association with 
Verrington Hospital offers comfortable, 
modern, self-contained, self-catering 
accommodation with wheelchair access 
in delightful rural location. 

For brochure / details ring Mrs Hawkins 
(01963) 32006 weekdays 9am-4pm. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“41992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 
superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning 
stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


That ‘other country’ — Isle of Man 
Open all year round 

5 star commended family house for 6. 

Adapted downstairs for most 
disabilities. Various equipment and 

services available. Telephone evenings 
for details 01624 812729 

or 01624 815956. 


Quality self catering accommodation for all the family 
with an emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors 
Nestling into beautiful unspoilt countryside. 6 of the 9 
traditional Welsh stone cottages are single storey and 
easily accessible from the large car park. Cottages 
sleep from 3-9 persons and are equipped to the highest 
standard. W.T.B. 5 Dragons, Luxurious, Purpose built 
indoor heated swimming pool and games room. Open 
all year. Groups welcome. For colour brochure phone 
Richard and Linda Burgess (01570) 470275. 


St. Leonards, Sussex. 
7 berth caravan adapted for 
disabled people on Haven 
Site. For colour brochure, Tel: 
Shepway MS (01303) 242009. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA. 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS DON’T MISS THIS 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW. 
3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS. 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT). CABLE TV. TELEPHONE. 


COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 10 MINS 
AIRPORT. 15 MINS DISNEY. MEET ‘N’ GREET 
SERVICE AVAILABLE. PARAPLEGIC OWNER, 
SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, BROUGHTON PARK, 
SALFORD M7 4HT. TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029. 


Equality Officer (Women) 
£18,726 — £20,181 


PRIORITY FOR DISABLED APPLICANTS 


The Environment and Development Department provides a wide 
range of services affecting the quality of life of the people who 
live and work in Leicester. The Department is committed to 
positive action to ensure that these services are made 
accessible to disadvantaged groups and takes into account their 
rights and independence. 
An Equality Officer is required to develop and implement 
departmental work to eliminate discrimination experienced by 
women in employment, service planning and delivery. 
You will need experience in:- 
working with women on community issues which affect them 
monitoring work associated with women’s initiatives 
policy formulation and addressing equal opportunities in a 
work/policy context 
issues affecting women and in challenging gender, race and 
disability related discrimination 
composing reports ‘ 
Experience of working in Engineering, Planning or Environmental 
Health related fields is desirable. 
Closing date: 25th August 1995 
Interview dates: 26th & 27th Sept. 1995 - 

(disabled applicants) 

4th October 1995 


Post No: D603 
For an application form and more details: 
Tel: 0116 252 7099 (24 hours). Minicom Service — office 
hours only, or write to: 
The Job Shop, New Walk Centre, Leicester LE1 6ZG. 
Personal callers welcome 8.30 - 4.30 weekdays. 


PRIORITY:- Disabled and non-disabled candidates may 
apply, however, consideration will be given to disabled 
applicants first 


Black People/Minority Ethnic Communities are under- 
represented within this area of the Council’s workforce 
and are therefore positively encouraged to apply. 


Job Sharers welcome - no partner required. 


eae Council 


In continuous pursuit of 
QUALITY & EQUALITY 


SUPPORTING AND DEVELOPING MERTON’S VOLUNTARY SECTOR 


EXTENDING CHOICE for Disabled Children 


There is a multitude of childcare provision available today — playgroups, carer and 
toddler groups, childminders, holiday playschemes, etc. All of these offer excellent ways 
of developing children’s educational and social skills, increasing self-confidence and 
awareness as well as enabling children to have fun with their peers. Unfortunately many 
of these are not, at present, available to disabled children. 


EXTENDING CHOICE is an exciting new project with 2 years funding, aimed at 
addressing the inequalities disabled children face in accessing these services. We are 
looking for a 


DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


£18,477 (inclusive of OLW) — Fixed term contract for 2 years 


You will play the key role in co-ordinating the activities of the project. Tasks will include 
compiling a database of services within the borough and researching the needs of 
disabled children, their families and service providers. 


Working with a range of voluntary and statutory agencies, you will assess how current 
provision meets need and organise appropriate training. Most important of all, you will 
produce information material for children and parents on exactly what services are 
available to them within Merton. 


Effective communication skills are essential along with research experience and project 
management. 


For an application pack please send an A4 SAE (19p/25p) to MVSC, The Vestry Hall, 
London Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3UD. Closing date: 14 August 1995. 


MERTON VOLUNTARY SERVICE COUNCIL REGISTERED CHARITY No. 29489 


Working towards equal opportunities 
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DISABLEMENT ASSOCIATION HILLINGDON 


DEPUTY DIRECTOR 


Salary: £22,116 pro-rata part-time (inclusive of London Weighting) 
14 hours per week @ £8,597 pa 
POA spinal column 38 


DASH is particularly looking to recruit a person with a disability as Deputy Director. 
This is an important new post within DASH to complement the Director’s role which is 
becoming a part-time post. The post holder will work in partnership with the Director. 
— Knowledge of disability issues and legislation 
— Management experience 
— Ability to act as spokesperson (and work in consultation with the voluntary and 

statutory agencies). 
As the main disability organisation in Hillingdon, DASH particularly welcome applications 
from disabled people. 
CLOSING DATE: FRIDAY, 11TH AUGUST 1995. 
For further information/application form, please contact: Disablement Association Hillingdon 
(DASH), Hillingdon Independent Living Centre, Colham Road (off Royal Lane), Hillingdon 
UB8 3QW. Tel: 01895 231677 Minicom: 01895 812555. 


Having a disability often has no bearing on your ability to carry out 
a job. And where it has, a little creative thinking in the 
provision of aids or adaptations can make a real difference. 


At Barnardo’s we're taking positive steps towards Hescabei iS 
with disabilities to the whole range of posts within our London Division. 
These include staff working directly with children and young people, 
Managers, Secretaries and Administrators. 


We guarantee that Registered/Registerable disabled candidates who 
meet the short-listing criteria for any of our posts will be interviewed. 


People who are not disabled will only be considered if it proves 
impossible to find a suitable person with a disability. 


Watch out for our regular advertisements in The Guardian, 
Community Care, The Voice, Care Weekly and local press. 


Your application will be warmly welcomed. 
We’re Absolutely Positive of that. 


Barnardos 


Giving children a chance 


Shopmobility Worcester 
Manager 
£14,943 - 17,667 (depending on experience) 


Two Year Fixed Term Contract 


This is an exciting opportunity to join this local charity and to contribute to its rapid 
growth. You will need knowledge of the voluntary sector, and preferably of disability 
issues. You will need to be able to work independently, be an excellent communi- 
cator and efficient administrator. Duties include promotion, fund raising, support 
of committee, support and recruitment of volunteers, monitoring of service and day 
to day administration of the scheme. You will also be involved in developing the 

innovative multidisciplinary project, Disability Answers. t 
Full time, including occasional Saturdays and evenings. If you feel that you have 
the ability and experience necessary for this challenging role, you can obtain a job 
description from: Shopmobility, 54 Friary Walk, CrownGate Centre, Worcester, 
WR1 3LE. Please mark your envelope ‘job application’. Or ring 01905 610523, 

Shopmobility Worcester is an equal opportunities employer. Applications from 
people with disabilities are welcomed. 
Closing date for applications August 18th 1995, 12.00 midday. 


southside 
partnership 


Southside Partnership currently provides housing and support for 
people with mental health difficulties and/or learning difficulties in 
Lambeth and Southwark. To meet people’s needs we offer both 24 hour 
and targeted community support services. 


HOUSE MANAGERS 


(Learning Difficulties) 


POST REF: CAL1/STR1 
£15,856 - £18,813 pa plus enhancements 
— Have you at least one year’s experience as a senior or deputy working 
with people with learning difficulties? 
— Do you have the potential to effectively lead and motivate a staff team? 


If the answer is yes, we have two House Manager posts to fill. These 
posts will offer you opportunities to work in an innovative environment 
and to contribute to the implementation of our policies of quality, choice 
and equal opportunities for service users. 


Closing Date: 11 August 1995 


Interviews: 30 August 1995 


ASSISTANT HOUSE MANAGER 
(Learning Difficulties and Mental Health) 


POST REF: DAL3 
£13,457 - £15,856 pa plus enhancements 


—We are looking for an Assistant House Manager to join a service for 
adults who display challenging behaviour. The aim of the service is to 
facilitate users to become more independent and to take more control 
inside and outside the organisation. You must have at least one years 
experience of working with people with learning difficulties or mental 
health difficulties in a residential setting. 


Closing Date: 11 August 1995 Interviews: 1 September 1995 


For an application form please contact, Maria Tomkiewicz, Southside 
Partnership, Scout Lane, Old Town, Clapham SW4 OLA. Tel: 0171 498 
4797 (24 hour answer service) and clearly quote the reference of the 
post which you are interested in. 


Southside Partnership is addressing equal opportunities in all that it does. 


EE ee eee 
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GRADUATE OPPORTUNITIES 


Radio Frequency Planners 


Based in Slough, Berkshire. 


Cellnet now provide almost 2 million customers with a market leading service by using the 
best available technology. In 1994 they launched a new digital system with national coverage 


called GSM, which will take over the current analogue system by the end of the century. This 
step sparks the future of personal communications world-wide. This commitment has meant 
the creation of new positions for talented people to join their Cellular Network Design Unit. 


Working with a Unix based system that is 
undoubtedly the world’s leading edge frequency 
radio planning tool, the main responsibility of these 
junior management positions will be to assist in the 
development of network plots that will facilitate and 
meet Cellnet’s business traffic forecasts. These 
three month rolling plans will involve liaison with the 
internal planning teams and external consultants. In 
this dynamic team environment you will be excited 
in the knowledge that your talents are being utilised 
to build programmes that support the ultimate 


candidates who are highly computer literate and 
with excellent keyboard skills. You will also have 
a knowledge of spreadsheet reporting. 

These rare opportunities are open to men and 
women with an IT, Technology or Science based 
degree or equivalent experience and candidates 
who show commitment and the appropriate skills 
will be offered real career progression in the Radio 
Design Group within the organisation. Being an 
equal opportunities employer, Cellnet welcome 
applications from disabled people. Attracting 


roll-out of the GSM network. 


a salary of between £14,000 and £20,000 per annum, 


The ability to input data to a high level of depending on your age and experience, the 
accuracy with attention to detail, therefore requires company also offer an excellent benefits package. 


Please send your C.V. and a covering letter outlining your ability 


to: Beverley Hall at Martin Hall & Co., Broadway House, 
21 Broadway, Maidenhead, Berks, SL6 1NJ, by mid September. 
Candidates will receive a reply by the end of October. 


The 4* Stakis St Ermin’s Hotel in 
Westminster is looking for 


Full and part-time Operators 


to man a busy Mitel SX 2000 switchboard, 
experience is preferred but we are willing to 
train well motivated individuals who enjoy 
working as part of a team. 
For further details contact Jo Barrett on 
0171 222 7888. 


Deadlines for 
September issue: 
booking by 11 
August, camera 
ready artwork by 
15 August 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Avocet 6. Areas 
7. Catering 8. Swiped 

9. Ramps 10. Hating 14. Asked 
18. Labyrinthine 19. Eater 

20. When 21. Stressful 
DOWN: 1. Accessible 

2. Ostrich 3. Earnest 

4. Became 5. Assist 6. Aggre- 
gate 11. Anyone 12. Idiots 

13. Veneer 15. Shawl 16. Kith 
17. Dern 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the 
Advertisement Director, 
Richard Gresham, 


Kingslea Press Limited, 
12 Dock Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, London 
SE16 2XU. Telephone 
0171- 252 1362. 

Fax: 0171- 237 8019. 


Co-Director 


(Job Share) 

17.5 hours — Salary, £12,400.50 per year 
BADP wishes to recruit a disabled person into this challenging post of Co-Director of a staff team 
committed to disabled people’s self-organisation. 
You will need the following skills: 
+ Financial management preferably in the voluntary sector 
+ Ability to develop this large successful user-led organisation representing disabled people in Brent 
+ Knowledge of disability legislation and policies 
+ Ability to liaise and negotiate with statutory agencies and organisations to develop good practice on 
disability issues in a ‘contract culture’ 
+ Understanding of working in a multi-cultural community 
+ Ability to represent the diverse interests of disabled people using a range of strategies including 
advocacy, negotiation and campaigning 
+* Experience of managing a well-established organisation and ability to lead and motivate a dynamic, 
enthusiastic staff team of ten people 
+ Possess clear presentation and training skills 
+ Service BADP’s Management Committee and act as Company Secretary 
For job description and application form apply to BADP, 154 Harlesden Road, London NW10 3RX. 
Telephone number and minicom: 0181-451 3822. Fax: 0181-451 7803. Information is available on 
tape. BADP is based in a fully accessible building and operates a ‘no-smoking’ policy. 
Closing date for applications: Friday 18th August 1995. 


Classified 31 


itis 


INDEPENDENT LIVING (KEIGHLEY) LTD 


“Creating opportunities for integration, empowerment and autonomy with people with disabilities.” 


Communal Living? 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED... 


Are you interested in living with people with disabilities and experiencing 
integrated living? 


Accommodation provided, bills paid and allowances of £57 per week to 
enable you to live as a personal assistant for 6 months. 


Apply to the address below. 


SOCHOHSHSHSSHOHSSHSHSHHSHSSHSSOHSSHSSSHHSSHSHOHSHHSSHSSHSHHSSHSSHHESESOSOSESESESESES 


DO YOU HAVE A DISABILITY? 


Do you need personal assistance to enable you to live independently? 
Are you interested in living communally and experiencing integrated living? 


If so, write saying why you are interested to Project Co-ordinator, 210 
Oakworth Road, Keighley BD21 1QX (enclosing an AS SAE). 


ILK operates an anti-discrimination policy. 


ILK is a not for profit organisation. 


-—— 19 —— 


ADD (Action on Disability and Development) supports the self-help initiatives of disabled people in 
their work for basic human rights and equal opportunities, working with organisations run by 
disabled people in developing countries. Applications from disabled people are particularly 
welcome for three new posts: 


1. PROGRAMME FUNDRAISER 


(closing date 30 September) 
salary in range £14,000 - £17,000 (dependent on experience) 


Excellent writer needed with potential to become an effective fundraiser to join successful 
fundraising team (1995 target £2 million). Writing talent essential, as core of this job is preparing 
project proposals. Training provided for the right disabled person, so experience not essential. 
Strong interest in development an advantage. Key functions are: developing donor agency 
relationships; drawing up/presenting proposals; and reporting on grants. 

Contact Martin Long for application pack in print, braille or on tape. 


2. OFFICE MANAGER 


(starting late 1995) salary dependent upon experience 


To be the lynch pin of a busy administrative and communications system servicing an international 
operation. Experience in personnel and/or management preferred. Computing skills, knowledge of 
modern tele-communications, excellent time management and organising abilities all essential. 


3. PROGRAMME CO-ORDINATOR 


(starting late 1995) salary dependent upon experience 


Post involves extensive contact with disabled people's organisations and ADD programmes in 
Africa and Asia. Interest required in the disability movement and development, plus ability to write 
well, handle large volume of work and work with figures. Some overseas travel. 


All posts are based in our fully accessible Frome offices. For further information on any job, or 
to be put on our mailing list for future vacancies, contact ADD — stating which vacancy — at: 
23 Lower Keyford, Frome, Somerset BA11 4AP 
tel 01373 473064 minicom 01373 463932 fax 01373 452075 
Registered Charity No 294860. 


DEVELOPING OXFAM AS A LEADING INTERNATIONAL CHARITY 


AXIMISING 
OUR PRINCIPAL RESOURCE 


= OUR PEOPLE 


Oxfam is undergoing an exciting period of change. This is about 
developing the culture of the organisation to reflect Oxfam’s 
values inthe way in which it works and the way in which it 
manages its principal resource - its people. 


DIRECTOR OF 
CORPORATE HUMAN RESOURCES 


Raising the profile of HR within Oxfam at a time of expansion and 
growth, the Director of Corporate Human Resources will have the 
challenging role of developing and implementing effective HR and 
Organisation Development Strategies. 


You will bring your skills of influencing and negotiating at a senior 
level to effect organisational change, building on a range of 
current initiatives. 


You will be able to make a difference in the areas of diversity, multi- 
culturalism, employee relations and the development of our people. 


With excellent communication skills, business sense and 
experience of leading best practice in HR you will be looking for a 
role where you can make an impact on an organisation’s 
contribution to the alleviation of poverty. 


The post offers a salary commensurate with the importance 
Oxfam places on its people management together with assistance 
on relocation. 


For further details and application form please write to David 
Bryer, Director, Oxfam 274 Banbury Road, Oxford, 
OX2 7DZ. Closing date: ist September 1995. 


* We actively encourage applicants from suitably skilled women, 
people from ethnic minorities, and people who perceive 
themselves to be disabled. This is to address an under 
representation at this level. 

Oxfam works with poor people in their struggle against hunger, diseases, exploitation and 


poverty in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East through relief, development, research 
and public education. Oxfam UK/Ireland is striving to be an equal opportunities employer. 


Working for a Fairer World 
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32 Access 


Help put access 
on everyone’s map 


...and win £100 in the free prize draw 


. 


atl | 


GERALD 
SIMONDS 


HEALTHCARE 


Good access is everybody’s 
business, whether you are dis- 
abled, elderly, or a mum with a 
pushchair. And good access is 
not just about getting into a 
building and finding an accessi- 
ble loo. It is how staff treat you 
and consider your needs. 

Many places and services have 
improved their access and 
deserve a pat on the back, which 
can in turn influence others. 

That is why DN and Gerald 
Simonds Healthcare are 
launching the 1995 AccessAbility 
Awards, supported by the 
Centre for Accessible Environ- 
ments (CAE). We hope they 
will become an annual event. 

As a DN reader you can help 
promote good access — and give 


yourself the chance to win £100 
in a free prize draw — by 
nominating one or more places 
or services in the form below. 

If other disabled people or 
their families want to enter, just 
phone Helen at DN for extra 
forms : 0171-383 4575, or 


minicom: 0171-436 9914. 
Completed nominations, of a 
taped version, should be sent to 

the DN freepost address. 
Closing date: 21 September. 
There will be five judges: Sarah 
Langton-Lockton, chief executive 
CAE; Mike King, operations 


director, Gerald Simonds 
Healthcare; Robert Buckley, 
training officer, CAE; Chris 
Harrowell, disabled persons’ 
access consultant, London 
Borough of Brent; and DN 
editor Mary Wilkinson. Three 
judges have a disability. 


Disability NO 


Co-sponsor Gerald Simonds 
Healthcare supplies 
wheelchairs and healthcare 
products from around the 
world. They include the 
Swede range of everyday 
and high performance 
lightweight manual wheel- 
chairs, wheelchair seating 
systems, electric scooters, 
add-on power drives, exer- 
cise and rehabilitation equip- 
ment and walking aids. 
Managing director Gerald 
Simonds says: “Developing 
the AccessAbility Awards 
and recognising organisations 
which share our philosophy 
is a natural next step towards 
encouraging many more 
environments to become 
accessible and user-friendly.” 
Freephone: 0800 220975. 


¢, 
CENTRE FOR Hecoesble ie § 


The Centre for Accessible Environments is the only UK charity 
which concentrates on how usable buildings are for elderly and 
disabled people. It believes accessible buildings are fundamental 
to equal opportunity and must be safe, convenient and enjoyable 
for all. Working with designers, managers and users, it encour- 
ages good practice through seminars, training, design guides, 
access audits with model checklists, and an information service. 
Chief executive Sarah Langton-Lockton says: “These awards 
are a splendid new initiative and should really help raise the — 
profile of accessibility and its importance.” 


a ae 


DM - 


Here’s your chance to help make Britain more accessible for 
disabled people. 


Two leaders in the disability field, mobility products specialist Gerald 
Simonds Healthcare and Disability Now, have joined forces, supported by 
the Centre for Accessible Environments, to recognise and reward buildings 
or organisations that have made a significant effort to be accessible and 
user friendly. 


We would like you to nominate, in the categories on the right, the buildings 
you think deserve a pat on the back. This will draw attention to good access 
and encourage others to follow suit. As a nominator, you will be eligible to 
win £100 in our free prize draw. 


When nominating, bear in mind four points: 


@ |s the building easy to use? (eg, level entrance, wheelchair wc, 
good lighting) 
@ Staff attitude (welcoming, ready to help) 
@ Special services (extra activities or facilities for disabled or elderly 
people) 
@ Progress (changes already made, future plans). 
Then just circle “A” (excellent), “B” (good) or “C” (fair) and explain, in no 
more than 20 words, why you think your nomination deserves recognition. 
You don’t have to nominate for every category. 


Fill in your name, address and daytime telephone number and simply send 
your entry — or a taped version of it — to The 1995 AccessAbility Awards, 
Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, FREEPOST 17, London W1N 4EQ. 
Closing date: 21 September 1995. 


RULES: « All entries must be on a valid entry form » Nominations need not be made for every 
category * Nominators must be aged 16 or over + Friends and employees of Gerald Simonds 
Healthcare, Disability Now, Target Public Relations and the Centre for Accessible 
Environments are not eligible to enter * Closing date for nominations is 21 September 1995 

* All valid nominations will be entered automatically for the £100 free prize draw and the win- 
ner will be the first entry drawn at random after the closing date + One prize of £100 is avail- 
able; the winner will be notified in writing and his/her name published in Disability Now 

* By taking part in the National AccessAbility Awards scheme, the nominators of winning cat- 
egories agree to attend a presentation arranged by Gerald Simonds Healthcare, Disability 
Now or their agencies + Incomplete, spoiled or defaced nomination forms will be disqualified 
* The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into « A full list of win- 
ners will be published in Disability Now. Chris Harrowell will abstain from judging any nomi- 
nations concerning the London Borough of Brent. 


1. Most accessible shopping 
complex 


2. Most accessible high street 
store or local shop 


3. Most accessible leisure 
facility, eg swimming pool, 
cinema, theatre 


4. Most accessible civic or 
public building, eg town hall, 
library, council offices 


5. Most accessible pub or 
restaurant 


Pee e cence enna teen ene eeeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeneeeeseess 


6. Most accessible professional 
service, eg, a bank, building 
society, doctor 


FeO eee ee eee aetna eee e ee eeeeeeeeneeeneeseesessnesees 


GERALD. 
SIMONDS 


HEALTHCARE ~ 


Disability NOW 


Your Name 


SUR R eee e nent eee e teen eee ene eee eee eee eee eee 
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Please use a separate sheet for 
comments, if needed 


Please tick if you are 
a wheelchair user 
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